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Ijtihad in the Contemporary Era: In the Light of
Igbal's Thought
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Abstract
This research explores the relevance of Ijtihad (independent reasoning) in the
modern Islamic world through the philosophical lens of Allama Muhammad Igbal. It
highlights Ijtihad as a critical tool to bridge traditional Islamic law with
contemporary challenges in politics, economics, technology, and ethics. The paper
argues that Ijtihad—once central to Islamic legal development—has been
undermined by centuries of taqlid (blind imitation), and Igbal calls for its revival to
reawaken intellectual and spiritual freedom in Muslim societies. Igbal viewed Ijtihad
not merely as a legal mechanism but as an engine of civilizational renewal,
emphasizing that Islam must adapt without losing its essence. He stressed the need
for a dynamic Islamic state that institutionalizes Ijtihad and harmonizes religious law
with modern realities. The study also examines challenges facing Ijtihad today,
including political misuse, lack of scholarly infrastructure, and conservative
resistance. In response, Igbal advocates a forward-looking, rational, and ethical
approach to Islamic reform. Ultimately, the article concludes that Ijtihad, inspired by
Igbal’s vision, is essential for Muslim progress —combining reason, faith, and modern
awareness to shape a more just and vibrant Islamic future.
Keywords: Ijtihad, Allama Igbal, Taqlid, Islamic reform, Shariah and modernity,
Islamic state, Muslim intellectual revival, Philosophy of law, Islam and science,
Contemporary Islamic thought.
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* Khadri, Muhammad, 7Tarikh-i-Figh-i-Islami, trans. ‘Abd al-Salam Nadwi (Islamabad: National Book
Foundation, 2005), 77.

(550) £ 20252~} )20 34l




T e B F LA S ol S ke S e oo sl a st S S i 2
_u:ﬁ!h_fzﬂl/ﬂcuf‘@Lg),gg;lfuﬂ“cﬂufué/’uj@maﬁf/‘ﬂ
A ST Sl Sl B S b L1536 sl CE 2 bl SB 3
-n!@:ﬁ’!’ﬂm}@luﬁ
Lo [y 52 s e e $1F L L3123.0 P Sz tea B 5,8 918 0521 4
L s B e L b e e ST
IR TR ITORIOR

Bibliography | —_\,\"
Abd al-Hakim, Khalifa. Fikr-i-Igbal. Lahore: Bazm-i-Igbal, Club Road, 1961.
‘Abd al-Khaliq and Yusuf Shida’1. Muslim Falsafa. Lahore: ‘Aziz Publishers, Urdu Bazar, 1981.
Al-Hanbali, Ahmad Shakir. Usil al-Figh al-Islami. Damascus: Matba‘at al-Jami‘a al-Siiriyya, n.d.
Amini, Taqi. Ahkam-i-Shar iyya mén Halat-o-Zamana ki Riyayat. Karachi: Qadimi Kutub Khana, Aram Bagh,
n.d.

. Jadid Dawr kay Masa’il aur un ka Hal. Faisalabad: Faisal Publishers, n.d.

Chishti, Yusuf Salim. Sharh Asrar-i-Khudi. Lahore: ‘Ishrat Publishing House, Urdu Bazar, n.d.

Farniqi, Diya’ al-Hasan, and Mashir al-Haq, eds. Fikr-i-Islami ki Tashkil-i-Jadid. Lahore: Maktaba Rahmaniyya,
Urdu Bazar, 2000.

Fartiqi, Muhammad Yasuf. [jtthad: Manahij wa Asalib. Islamabad: Shari‘a Academy, International Islamic
University, 2009.

Fadl al-Rahman. Islam aur Jadidiyyat. Translated by Muhammad Kazim. Lahore: Mash‘al, 2000.

Ghamidt, Jawed Ahmad. Islami Qawanin aur Ijtihad. Lahore: Al-Mawrid, 2000.

Husayn, —. Islami Islahat aur Ijtthad: Islami Figh mén Ijtthad ki Ahmiyyat. Islamabad: Ferozsons, 2021.
Igbal, Javid. Zinda Rod. Lahore: Sang-e-Mil Publications, Igbal Academy, 2005.

Islahi, Amin Ahsan. Islami Qanin ki Tadwin. Lahore: Qur’an Foundation, 1998.

Khan, Yusuf Husayn. Riih-i-Igbal. Hyderabad, Deccan: A‘zam Steam Press, Government Educational Printers,
1941.

Khadri, Muhammad. Tarikh-i-Figh-i-Islami. Translated by ‘Abd al-Salam Nadwi. Islamabad: National Book
Foundation, 2005.

Latif Ahmad Shirwani, trans. Harf-i-Igbal. Lahore: Al-Manar Academy, 1945.

Mas‘td, Khalid. Igbal ka Tasawwur-i-Ijtthad. Rawalpindi: Matbii‘at Harmat, 1985.

Muhammad Rafi‘ al-Din. Hikmat-i-Igbal. Lahore: ‘Ilm1 Kitab Khana, Urdu Bazar, n.d.

Nagir. “Jadid Masa’il mén Ijtthad k1 Dartirat.” Islamic Research Journal 15, no. 1 (2022).

Nazir Niazi, Sayyid, trans. Tashkil-i-Jadid Ilahiyyat-i-Islamiyya by ‘Allama Igbal. Lahore: Bazm-i-Igbal, Club
Road, 1958.

. Igbal kay Hudir. Lahore: Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 1981.

Phulwarwi, Ja‘far. ljtthadr Masail. Lahore: Idara Thaqafat-i-Islamiyya, 1994.

. Igbal aur Figh-i-Jadid ki Tadwin. Lahore: Idara Thaqafat-i-Islamiyya, 2000.

Rahmani. Figh-i-Islami mén Ijtthad ki Hudid. Karachi: Dar al-Salam, 2000.

Sajjad ‘All. Riyasat aur Ijtthad mén Ta ‘awun. Lahore: Islami Matbu‘at, 2023.

Salah al-Din, Hafiz. [jtthad aur Ta ‘bir-i-Shari at Ikhtiyar ka Mas ala. Islamabad: Idara Tahqiqat-i-Islami, 2005.
Wahid al-Din Khan. Mazhab aur Jadid Chailanj. Lahore: Dar al-Tazkir, Urdu Bazar, 2003.

Ya‘qub Shah. Chand Mu ‘ashi Masa’il aur Islam. Lahore: Idara Thaqafat-i-Islamiyya, 1967.

(551) £ 20252~} )20 34l




