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Abstract

This article presents an analytical study of the critical methodology employed by Dr.
Muhammad Yaseen Mazhar Siddique in the field of Seerah writing. Dr. Siddique was
a renowned Indian historian and scholar of Seerah and Islamic history whose
approach marked a significant evolution in Seerah literature. Departing from the
traditional narrative style, he emphasized a research-oriented, contextual, and critical
framework for studying the life of the Prophet Muhammad #. His method combined
both riwayah (transmission-based) and dirayah (rational-critical) approaches, giving
primacy to authenticity and reliability while evaluating Seerah sources. He strongly
rejected fabricated and weak narrations not for the sake of negation, but with the
intent of purifying and reconstructing Seerah studies on academically sound
foundations. Dr. Siddique’s perspective on the Seerah was not confined to spiritual or
moral dimensions; rather, he portrayed it as a comprehensive human, social, and
political model relevant to the modern age. His unique style and critical insight have
earned him scholarly recognition within and beyond the Indian subcontinent. This
study explores the meaning and significance of his critical methodology, its roots in
Islamic historiography, and its impact on contemporary Seerah scholarship. It
concludes that Dr. Siddique’s methodology provides an important blueprint for
objective and contextually relevant Seerah studies, offering valuable guidance for
both researchers and society at large.

Keywords: Seerah, Dr. Yaseen Mazhar Siddique, critical methodology, authenticity,
Islamic historiography
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" A-Mu jam al-Wasit (Cairo: Dar ad-Da‘wa, Majma“ al-Lugha al-‘Arabiyya, 1425 AH/2004), 1: 84.

: Durani, ‘Atash, Adabiyyat ki Tangid wa Ta ‘bir (Islamabad: Muqaddara Qaumi Zaban, 1422 AH/2001), 45.
3 Afsar, Hamid Allah, T anqidi Usial aur Nazariyye (Lucknow: Anwar Book Depot, 1374 AH/1954), 18.

* Rizwi, Sayyid Waqar Ahmad, Ma ‘riidi Tangid (Karachi: Royal Book Company, 1410 AH/1989), 62.

: Afsar, Hamid Allah, Tangidr Usil aur Nazariyye, 18.
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6 Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Wahy Hadith (Lahore: Qudisiyya Islamic Press, 1426 AH/2005), 94-96.

” Al-Fath, 48:27.

¥ Kilant, ‘Abd ar-Rahman, T afsir Taysir al-Qur’an (Lahore: Maktaba as-Salam, Wasanpura, 1432 AH), 4: 238.

? Muftt, Muhammad Shaft*, Ma ‘arif al-Qur’an (Karachi: Idara Ma‘arif al-Qur’an, 1431 AH/2010), 8: 54; Tafsir
Ayat 27, 88.

' panipati, Thana® Allah, Qadi, Tafsir Mazhar? Urdu (Karachi: Dar al-Isha‘at, Urdu Bazaar, 1420 AH/1999),
10: 513.
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1 At-Tabart, Abt Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulik (Taritkh at-Tabari) (Karachi:
Nafees Academy, Urdu Bazaar, 1408 AH/1987), 1: 323; Ibn Sa‘d, Aba ‘Abd Allah, Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d
(Karachi: Nafees Academy, Urdu Bazaar, n.d.), 1: 393; Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida’ ‘Imad ad-Din, Sirat an-
Nabi (Lahore: Maktaba Qudasiyya, Urdu Bazaar, n.d.), 2: 225; Ibn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik, Sirat an-Nabrt
(Lahore: Idara Islamiyyat, 1410 AH/1989), 2: 208; Shibli Nu‘mani, ‘Allama, Sirat an-Nabi (Lahore: Al-
Faisal Nashiran wa Tajiran Kutub, n.d.), 1: 269; Danapuri, Abu al-Barakat ‘Abd ar-Ra’af, Asah as-Siyar
(Karachi: Majlis Nashriyat Islam, 1403 AH/1982), 167; Mubarakptri, Safi ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahig al-
Makhtiam (Lahore: Al-Maktaba as-Salafiyya, n.d.), 459; Kandhlawi, Muhammad Idris, Sirat al-Mustafa
(Lahore: Maktaba ‘Uthmaniyya, Jami‘ Ashrafiyya, 1406 AH/1985), 2: 349.

% Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Wahy Hadith, 19.

' At-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulitk (Tarikh at-Tabari), 1: 323; Ibn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabi, 2: 208 Ibn

Sa‘d, Tabaqat Ibn Sa‘d, 1: 393; Ibn Kathir, Sirat an-Nabi, 2: 224; Danapuri, Asah as-Siyar, 166; Mubarakpari,

Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtim, 459; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabr, 1: 268; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 2: 349.

4 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Al-Jami‘ as-Sahih, Kitab al-Maghazi, Bab Ghazwat al-Hudaybiyya

(Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, Damascus, 1411 AH/1990, 4th ed.), hadith 4151.
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3 Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Nabi-ye-Akram aur Khawatin: Ek Samaji Mutala‘a (Lahore: Metro
Printers, 1432 AH/2011), 113.

16 At-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulitk (Tartkh at-Tabari), 1: 435-445; Tbn Sa‘d, Tabaqgat Ibn Sa ‘d, 1: 454—
457; Ibn Kathir, Sirat an-Nabi, 2: 495-520; Ibn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabi, 2: 323-329; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1.
336-338; Danapiiri, Asah as-Siyar, 317-334; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 3: 86-94; Mubarakpiri, Ar-
Rahiq al-Makhtim, 579-591.

17 Mubarakptiri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtim, 579-591.
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' Shiblt, Sirat an-Nab, 2: 244; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 3: 304; Mubarakpiri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtim, 5T6.

19 Siddigi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, ‘Ahd-e-Nabawi mein Quraysh wa Thaqif Ta‘allugat (Karachi: Kutub
Khana Sirat, 1437 AH/2016), 260.

2 At-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulitk (Tarikh at-Tabari), 1: 499; Tbn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabf, 2: 423; Ibn
Kathir, Sirat an-Nabi, 3. 216; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 2: 244; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 3. 304;
Mubarakptri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtim, 576.

*! <Abd al-Barr, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar, Hafiz, Al-Isti ‘@b fi Ma ‘rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jid, n.d.), 4: 1853

2 Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Hafiz, Al-Isaba fi Tamyiz as-Sahaba, trans. Muhammad ‘Amir Shahzad ‘Alawi
(Lahore: Maktaba Rahmaniyya, Urdu Bazaar, n.d.), 8: 202.

> Siddiqi, ‘Ahd-e-Nabawi mein Quraysh wa Thaqif Ta ‘allugat, 260.
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24 Hanbal, Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Musnad Imam Ahmad (n.p.: Mu’assasat ar-Risala, 1422 AH/2001), 6: 343,
hadith 3794.

» Danapuri, Asah as-Siyar, 69, 79, 84; Mubarakpuri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtum, 469; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 112.
*® Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Rasiil-e-Akram ki Rida ‘7 Ma’é (Lahore: Maktaba Qasim al-*Ulam, 1435
AH/2014), 104.
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27 Shibli, Sirat an-Nabr, 1: 175; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 1: 70-72; Mawdudi, Abt al-A‘l1a, Sirat Sarwar-e-
‘Alam (Lahore: Idara Tarjuman al-Qur’an, n.d.), 2: 96-98; Suhayli, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Abd Allah, Sharh
Sirat Ibn Hisham: Ar-Rawd al-Unuf, trans. (Lahore-Karachi: Diya’ al-Qur’an Publications, 1427 AH/2006), 2:
145, note 162-163; Mubarakpiiri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtam, 84; Baladhuri, Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn Yahya,
Ansab al-Ashraf, ed. Muhammad Hamid Allah (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1380 AH/1959), 1: 93; Halabi, ‘Ali ibn
Burhan ad-Din, Sirat Halabiyya, trans. Muhammad Aslam Qasimi (Karachi: Dar al-Isha‘at, Urdu Bazaar, 1420
AH/1999), 1: 88; Ibn Hazm, ‘Al ibn Ahmad, Jamharat Ansab al- ‘Arab (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1368 AH/1948),
253.

*% Siddiqi, Rasiil-e-Akram ki Rida T Ma’é, 102.

** Siddiq, Rasil-e-Akram ki Rida ‘T Ma ¢, 104.
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30 Siddiqt, ‘Ahd-e-Nabawi mein Quraysh wa Thaqif Ta ‘allugat, 236.

31 Siddiqi, ‘Ahd-e-Nabawi mein Quraysh wa Thaqif Ta ‘allugat, 241.

32 Mubarakpiiri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtiim, 181; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 159; Mawdidi, Sirat Sarwar-e- ‘Alam, 2:
635; Danapari, Asah as-Siyar, 57; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 1: 277.

3 Ibn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabr, 1: 280; Ibn Kathir, Strat an-Nabi, 1: 404; Ibn Sa“d, Tabagat Ibn Sa ‘d, 1: 280.

** Ibn Athir, “Izz ad-Din ‘Alf ibn Muhammad, Usd al-Ghaba (Tehran: Maktaba al-Ma‘arif, 1358 AH/1938), 5:
454; Tbn Hajar, Al-Isaba, 426.
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% Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, ‘4bd al-Muttalib Hashimi: Rasil-e-Akram ke Dada (Lahore: Qudiisiyya
Islamic Press, 1426 AH/2005), 74.

36 Ibn Kathir, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 166; Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d, 1: 165; Ibn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 114.

37 Mubarakpuri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtium, 87; Danapuri, Asah as-Siyar, 7; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 1: 86;
Mawdidi, Sirat Sarwar-e- ‘Alam, 1: 100; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 117.

3 Siddiqi, ‘4bd al-Muttalib Hashimi: Rasil-e-Akram ke Dada, T5.
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39 Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Sirat Nigari (Karachi: Kutub Khana Sirat, Urdu Bazaar, 1441 AH/2020),

196.

* At-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulik (Tarikh at-Tabari), 1: 86; Tbn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 162-168;

Ibn Kathir, Sirat an-Nabr, 1: 287.

*! Mawdud, Sirat Sarwar-e- ‘Alam, 2: 155-161; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafa, 1: 158; Danapari, Asah as-Siyar,
16-24; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 134; Mubarakptiri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtiim, 109.
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2 At-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulik (Tarikh at-Tabari), 1: 86; Tbn Hisham, Strat an-Nabi, 1: 162-168;
Ibn Kathir, Sirat an-Nabr, 1: 287; Mawdudi, Sirat Sarwar-e- ‘Alam, 2: 155-161; Kandhlaw1, Sirat al-Mustafa, 1:
158; Danapuri, Asah as-Siyar, 16-24; Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 134; Mubarakpuri, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtim, 109.
* Siddiqt, Sirat Nigar7, 196.

4 Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Ma ‘ash-e-Nabawi (Karachi: Kutub Khana Sirat, Urdu Bazaar, 1436
AH/2015), 130.

* Ibn Kathir, Sirat an-Nabf, 1: 157.

46 Ibn Khaldiin, ‘Abd ar-Rahman, ‘Allama, Tarikh Ibn Khaldin (Karachi: Nafees Academy, Urdu Bazaar, n.d.),
1: 33, note 1.

*" Ibn Hisham, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 109.

* Mubarakpari, Ar-Rahiq al-Makhtim, 84; Kandhlawi, Sirat al-Mustafd, 1: 68; Danapari, Asah as-Siyar, 6
Shibli, Sirat an-Nabi, 1: 115; Mawdidi, Sirat Sarwar-e- ‘Alam, 2: 96.
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* Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* as-Sahih, Kitab an-Nikah, Bab wa Ummuhatukum allati Arda‘nakum (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d.), 5: hadith 4813.

%% Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* as-Sahih, Kitab an-Nafaqat, Bab al-Maradi* bin al-Mawaliyat wa Ghayrihin, 5: hadith 5057.

! Siddiqt, Nabi-ye-Akram aur Khawatin: Ek Samaji Mutala‘a, 7.
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