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Fabricated Hadiths in the Contemporary Era:
A Research-Based and Critical Analysis
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Abstract

Every religion has foundational sources that guide its followers in matters of belief,
worship, and daily conduct. In Islam, the two primary sources are the Qur’an and the
Hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). While the Qur’an is the
central text, the Hadiths serve as a necessary complement for understanding the
Qur’anic teachings in detail. Recognizing the importance of preserving this second
source, Allah enabled a distinguished group of scholars—Muhaddithin—to
safeguard it from distortions through rigorous scholarship. They classified Hadiths
into three main categories: Sahih (authentic), Hasan (sound), and Da‘'if (weak).
Among the weak narrations, the most harmful and misleading is the Mawda’
(fabricated) Hadith. These fabrications presented a serious threat to the authenticity
of Islamic teachings and created significant challenges for scholars, who made
extensive efforts to detect and reject them using strict criteria. In the present age, the
spread of such fabricated narrations has become widespread, especially through
unqualified speakers and unchecked social media platforms, often misleading the
masses. This study aims to explore this issue through a research-based and critical
approach, examining the definition, origin, causes, religious ruling, and modern-day
factors contributing to the circulation of fabricated Hadiths. It also highlights the
responsibility of scholars and educated individuals in combating this menace.
Structured in six chapters, the research concludes with key findings and practical
recommendations to prevent the spread of inauthentic narrations in contemporary
Islamic discourse.

Keywords: Fabricated Hadiths, Muhaddithin, Contemporary Challenges, Social
Media, Islamic Scholarship.
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