OB v \
& 7/ open Access\
gu.u; .Al-MarIﬁn
HJRS ISSN,: 3006-0370
k "JJ ngm [SSNw): 3006-0362
}fﬁ/'y&/"s' UV}\ bich s fhia s Sn Ve al-marjan.com.pk

Al-Marjan

Research Journal

A Methodological Study of "Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulum al-
Qur’an" by Imam Al-Suyuti

,.;u,,o@jf" KJ;:’(L!):UT }Jur)véulz?m

Authors Details

1. Dr. Shams Ul Hussain Zaheer
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic & Islamic Studies, Women
University, Swabi, KP, Pakistan.

2. Shehla Shams (Corresponding Author)
PhD Research Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, Alhamd Islamic
University, Islamabad, Pakistan. shehlashamms@gmail.com

3. Dr. Bibi Alia
Lecturer, Department of Arabic & Islamic Studies, Women University, Swabi,
KP, Pakistan.

Citation Submission Timeline

Zaheer, Dr. Shams Ul Hussain, Shehla Shams, and Dr. | Received: Jan 02, 2024
Bibi Alia." A Methodological Study of "Al-Itgan fi “Ulum | Revised: Jan 15, 2025
al-Qur'an" by Imam Al-Suyuti."Al-Marjan Research Accepted: Feb 02, 2025

Journal 3,no.1, Jan-Mar (2025): 466—482. Published Online:
Feb 16, 2025
h m Article QR
Publication, Copyright & Licensing 3 ;
AI m rjan =2
I@miﬂﬂﬂﬁd

Al-Marjan Research Center, Lahore, Pakistan.
All Rights Reserved © 2023.
This article is open access and is distributed under the terms of Creative

‘ @ ® \ Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

i el | N\ESIN |75 [

NTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL CENTRE




JW&;/K&K(L’)‘UT}J‘P"&U@W ArMarjan

A Methodological Study of "Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulum al-
Qur’an" by Imam Al-Suyuti

.dlbfu’ffJ Ku",:‘rw'uf }Jtrﬁéuuﬁm
LB S oI P

Abstract

This text underscores the Holy Qur’an as a foundational and unparalleled source
for all sciences and intellectual pursuits throughout history. It elaborates on the
multifaceted nature of the Qur’an, highlighting that its guidance extends far beyond
spiritual and ethical matters to encompass a wide array of principles related to
human existence, the natural world, social systems, law, economics, and the cosmos.
These divine principles have served as a catalyst for the development of numerous
distinct academic disciplines, each evolving into a specialized field of study with its
own methodologies and experts. Among these diverse fields, ‘Uloom al-Qur’an -
commonly known as the Sciences of the Qur’an -holds a particularly significant
place. This discipline involves a comprehensive and systematic study of various
fundamental aspects of the Qur’an, including the circumstances of its revelation
(asbab al-nuzul), the process of its compilation and preservation, the principles of
exegesis (tafsir), the identification of abrogating and abrogated verses (naskh), the
differentiation between clear (muhkam) and allegorical (mutashabih) verses, the
miraculous nature of the text (ijaz), and the study of its variant readings (qira’at).
Together, these components form a robust scholarly framework that enables deeper
understanding, accurate interpretation, and contextual application of the Qur’anic
message. The text also draws attention to the enduring scholarly significance of the
classical work "Al-Itqan fi “Uloom al-Qur’an", authored by the eminent scholar Imam
Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (may Allah have mercy on him). Recognized for its
comprehensive coverage, methodological rigor, and scholarly depth, Al-Itqan
remains a seminal and authoritative reference for students, researchers, and scholars
engaged in Qur’anic studies. Its continued relevance underscores the timeless nature
of Qur’anic sciences and their critical role in bridging traditional Islamic knowledge
with contemporary intellectual inquiry in an analytical way of research.
Keywords: Al-Itqan fi ‘Uloom al-Qur’an, Al-Suyuti, Qura'nic Sciences, Analysis,
Descriptive Study
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1Zirikli, Al-4 ‘lam, Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin, 15th Edition, 2002 CE, Vol. 3, pp. 301-302

2 ¢Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Umar al-Balqini was a scholar, jurist, and judge. He authored a book on the sciences of
the Qur’an (‘Ulim al-Qur’an) consisting of 104 types. Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Tabagat al-Mufassirin, ed.
Sulayman ibn Salih, Maktabat al-‘Ulam wa al-Hikam, Saudi Arabia, 1st Edition, 1417 AH, p. 444, Entry No.
638

8 Zirikli, Al-4 ‘lam, Vol. 3, pp. 301-302

4 ‘Adil Nawa’idah, Mu‘jam al-Mufassirin: From the Early Islamic Era to the Present Age, Mu’assasat
Nawa’idah al-Thaqafiyyah, Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1409 AH, Vol. 1, p. 264

5 Nawa’idah al-Thaqafiyyah, Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1409 AH, Vol. 1, p. 264
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& Al-Suyiti, Al-ftgan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an, ed. Abii al-Fadl Ibrahim, General Egyptian Book Organization, 1394
AH, Vol. 1, pp. 17-18

7 Hira’: A mountain located approximately three miles northeast of Makkah, opposite Mount Thabir. (Mu jam
al-Buldan, Yaqut al-Hamawi, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 2nd Edition, 1995 CE, Vol. 2, p. 233)

8 Surah al-An‘am, 6:82

%Surah Lugman, 31:13

10 Sahih al-Bukhari, ed. Muhammad Zuhayr ibn Nasir, Dar Tawq al-Najat, 1st Edition, 1422 AH:

Vol. 1, p. 15, Hadith No. 32 (Book of Oppression — Kitab al-Mazalim)

11 Surah Lugman, 31:13
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12 Surah al-Bagarah, 2:187

13 ‘Adi ibn Hatim al-Ta’1: A noble Arab, originally Christian, embraced Islam in 9 AH. Took part in the
conquest of Iraq and later settled in Kiifa. Supported Imam ‘Al at the Battle of Siffin. Died in 60 AH, at the
age of 120 or 180.(Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, ed. ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjid,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1415 AH, Vol. 4, pp. 388-390, Entry No. 5491)

14 Sahih al-Bukhari: Book of Fasting — Kitab al-Sawm, Vol. 3, p. 28, Hadith No. 1915

15Abii Bakr ibn al-‘Arabt: Born in Seville in 468 AH. Traveled to the East in pursuit of knowledge. Reached the
level of jjtihad in religious sciences. Authored books in hadith, jurisprudence, Qur’anic exegesis, Arabic
literature, and history. Appointed as judge in Seville. Died in Fes in 543 AH. (Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A ‘yan,
ed. Thsan ‘Abbas, Dar Sadir, Beirut, Vol. 4, p. 296)

6 Qaniin al-Ta 'wil, ed. Muhammad Sulaymani, Mu’assasat ‘Uliim al-Qur’an, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1406 AH, p.
540

17 Hajji Khalifah, Mustafa ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Qustantini al-Hanafi: He is the author of Kashf al-Zuniin. He
passed away in the year 1167 AH. (Tabagat al-Nassabin by Abu Zayd Bakr ibn ‘Abd Allah, Dar al-Rushd,
Riyad, st edition, 1407 AH, p. 167, biography no. 408
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18Hajj1 Khalifah Kashf al-Zuniin ‘an Asami al-Kutub wa al-Funiin, Maktabat al-Muthanna, Baghdad, 1914 CE,
vol.1,p. 34
19 Kashf al-Zuniin, vol. 1, p. 1
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2 Al-Itqan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, p. 36

2 |bid. vol. 1, p. 36

22 Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:190

2 Al-Itgan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 81-85

24<AlT ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn Mutawiyyah, Imam al-Wahidi, Abii al-Hasan. He was a resident
of Sawah, located between Rayy and Hamadhan, though both his birth and death occurred in Nishaptur. He
authored an accessible commentary titled Tafsir al-Basit. He passed away in 468 AH. [Imam al-Zirikli, al-
A ‘lam, vol. 4, p. 255]

% Al-Itqan i ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 86-87
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% nas ibn Malik, Abli Hamzah, al-Ansari, al-Khazraji — he was a servant of the Messenger of Allah £ and one
of the Companions who narrated a large number of hadiths. After the Prophet’s % passing, he remained in
Madinah al-Munawwarah, later participating in Islamic conquests, and eventually settled permanently in
Basrah, where he died. “Ali ibn al-MadinT said that Sayyiduna Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) was
the last of the Companions to die in Basrah. According to the preferred opinion, he passed away in 93 AH.
[al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, vol. 1, pp. 275-287, entry no. 277]
27 Al-Itqan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 88-89
2 bid, p. 90
2 |bid, p. 91
0 Ibid, pp. 101-1
1 Aisha bint Abu Bakr Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with them both). She was born four years before the
Prophethood, and according to the most authentic opinion, she married the Prophet Muhammad # at the age
of nine in the month of Shawwal before Hijrah. At the time of the Prophet’s # death, she was eighteen years
old. The Prophet Muhammad # did not marry any other virgin besides her. She passed away on 17 Ramadan
58 AH.
[Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah, Ibn Ishaq, edited by Suhail Zakkar, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st edition, 1398 AH, p.
256]

%2 Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 107-126
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33 Umar ibn al-Khattab ibn Nufayl ibn Abdul Aziz ibn Riyah. His mother’s name was Khantamah. His title was
Al-Farug and his kqn?]/a Abu Hafs, both titles granted by the Prophet Muhammad #. He was the second
Rightly Guided Caliph and father-in-law of the Prophet . Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) was
famous as a great, just, and fair ruler. During his caliphate, 2,251,030 square miles of land were conquered.
He was martyred in 23 AH.

[Ma‘rifat al-Sahabah, Abu Nu‘aym, edited by ‘Adil bin Yusuf al-‘Azazi, Dar al-Watan lil-Nashr, Riyadh, 1st
edition, 1419 AH, vol. 1, p. 38]

3 Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 127-128

% |bid, pp. 130-131

3 Muhammad ibn Bahadur ibn Abdullah, Allama Badr al-Din, Abu Abdullah al-Misri al-Zirikle. Born in 745 AH. He

studied under Jamal al-Din al-Asnawi and Siraj al-Din al-Balgini and acquired knowledge of Hadith in Damascus from al-

Mughallati. He passed away in Rajab 794 AH. [Abu Bakr ibn Ahmad, Ibn Shahba, Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyyah, edited by Dr.

Abdul Aleem Khan, Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st edition, 1407 AH, vol. 3, p. 167, Biography no.700]

87 Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 132-134

3% Ibid. pp. 136-137

% Ibid. pp. 138-141

40Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him), son of Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib ibn Hashim ibn Abd
Manaf, al-Qurashi, al-Hashimi. He was born three years before the Hijrah in the Valley of Banu Hashim. He was the
cousin of the Messenger of Allah 2. The Prophet # prayed for Abdullah ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) to
have understanding of the Qur'an, and the result of that supplication became evident in his deep knowledge. He passed
away in Ta’if in 68 AH. [Al-Ma rifah wa al-Tarikh, Imam Fasuwayh, edited by Akram Diya’ al-‘Umari, Matba‘at al-
Irshad, Baghdad, 1st edition, 1393 AH, vol. 1, p. 241]
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4 Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 142-145
2 |bid., pp. 146-177

43 1pid., pp. 178-201

a4 Abu Bakr al-Siddiq ‘Abdullah ibn AbT Quhafah ‘Uthman, al-Taymi, al-Qurashi. He was the first Rightly
Guided Caliph in Islam. He was the first person to embrace Islam and remained in the service and obedience
of the Prophet 2 until his last breath. During his final illness, the Messenger of Allah £ appointed him to
lead the Muslims in prayer. On the 22nd of Jumada al- Akhirah in the year 13 AH, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (may
Allah be pleased with him) departed from this world.

[Ma ‘rifat al-Sahabah, Aba Nu‘aym, vol. 1, p. 22]

4 Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 2027223

46 1bid. Pp. 225-243

47 < Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As ibn Wa’il ibn Hashim, al-Qurashi, al-Sahmi, Abti Muhammad, also known as
Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman. He embraced Islam before his father. He used to listen to the hadiths of the Messenger of
Allah # and write them down. He participated in the conquest of Sham (Greater Syria), the Battle of Yarmik,
and the Battle of Siffin. He passed away in the year 73 AH.

[Usd al-Ghabah fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sahabah, Imam Ibn al-Athir, ed. ‘AlT Muhammad Mu‘awwad, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘IImiyyah, 1st ed., 1415 AH, vol. 3, p. 345, entry no. 3092]

48 “Abdullah ibn Mas iid ibn Ghafil ibn Habib, Abli ‘Abd al-Rahman, al-Hudhali. His title was S@hib al-Na ‘layn
("the bearer of the Prophet’s sandals"). He was among the earliest Muslims. He had the honor of reciting the
Qur’an publicly in Makkah for the first time and participated in both migrations. He took part in the Battle of
Badr and all subsequent expeditions. He passed away in Kifah in 32 or 33 AH. [Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-
Sahabah, vol. 4, p. 201, entry no. 4970]

4 Al-Itgan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 224-244
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0Imam Muslim, Sahih Muslim, ed. Muhammad Fawwad ‘Abd al-Baqi, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut,
n.d., Book 5 — Bab: Indeed the Isnad is Part of the Religion, vol. 1, p. 15

L Al-Itgan ft “Ulim al-Qur’an, vol. 1, pp. 254-281

52 1bid., pp. 282-308

%3 Ibid., pp. 309-312

5 1lbid., pp. 313-322

55 1bid., pp. 323-332

% 1bid., pp. 333-339

5 Ibid., pp. 340-342
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5 |bid. Vol. 1, pp. 343-358

59 |bid. vol. 1, pp. 359-390

®lbid., vol. 2, pp. 3-105; Regarding Gharib al-Qur’an, Imam lbn Qutaybah also authored an authoritative work,
published by Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyyah, Egypt, in 1398 AH, edit, Ahmad Saqr.

&1 vol. 2, pp. 106-124

%2 1bid., vol. 2, pp. 125-143

81bid., vol. 2, pp. 144-165; Before Imam al-Suyiitt, Imam al-‘AskarT also authored a treatise on Wujith wa al-
Naza'ir, published by Maktabat al-Thaqgafah al-Diniyyah, Cairo, edited by Muhammad ‘Uthman, in 1428 AH.

& Ibid., Vol. 2, pp. 166-308

%lbid., vol. 2, pp. 309-333; Among the earliest works written on I7Gb al-Qur’an is the book by Imam Abi
Nahhas, also titled I 7ab al-Qur an, published by Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut, in 1421 AH.

% Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 334-384
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57 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 3-37

% Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 38-47

8 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 48-58

0 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 59-65

"Previously cited source, vol. 3, pp. 66-87; Regarding Nasikh wa Mansiikh, Imam Qatadah authored a book
that has been published with the research of Hatim Salih by the College of Arts, Baghdad, in 1418 AH.

2 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 88-100; Before Imam al-Suyiit], Imam Ibn Qutaybah wrote a book on this subject titled
Ta wil Mushkil al-Qur’an, edited by Ibrahim Shams al-Din and published by Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyyah, Beirut.
3 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 101-103

™ 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 104-108

5 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 109-119
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7 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 120-141
" 1bid., vol. 3, pp. 142-158
81bid., vol. 3, pp. 159-167

8 Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 168-178
8 Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 179-255
8 |bid., vol. 3, pp. 256-283
8 Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 284-331
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& |bid., vol. 3, pp. 366368

8 |Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 369-389

& |bid., vol. 3, pp. 390-396

lbid., vol. 4, pp. 3-27; There is also a book on I jdz al-Qur’an by Imam al-Busti, published by Dar al-Maarif,
Egypt, in 1976 CE.

8 Ibid., vol. 4, pp. 28-43

Dlbid., vol. 4, pp. 44-52; On Amthal al-Qur’an, an earlier work was authored by Imam lbon Qayyim: Amthal fi
al-Qur’an min I'lam al-Muwaqqi ‘in, ed. Abii Hudhayfah Ibrahim ibn Muhammad, Maktabat al-Sahabah,
Egypt, 1st ed., 1406 AH.

1 Ibid., vol. 4, pp. 53-59

%2 Ibid., vol. 4, pp. 6066

%1bid., vol. 4, pp. 76-92
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% 1lbid., vol. 4, pp. 93-118

% 1lpid., vol. 4, p. 117

%1bid., vol. 4, p. 119

lbid., vol. 4, pp. 120-135; On Fada'il al-Qur’an, there is a work by Imam al-Harawi, edited by Marwan al-
‘Atiyyah, published by Dar Ibn Kathir, Damascus, in 1415 AH.

% 1bid., vol. 4, pp. 136-137

% 1bid., vol. 4, pp. 148-157; On Mufradat al-Qur’an, the work of Imam al-Raghib al-Isfahani is considered a

foundational source. It was edited by Safwan ‘Adnan Da’adi and published by Dar al-Qalam, Damascus, in

1412 AH.

100 1bid., vol. 4, pp. 158-166

101 1bid., vol. 4, pp. 167-191

192 1bid., vol. 4, pp. 192-199

103 1bid., vol. 4, pp. 200-230
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