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Study of Gender Equality and Islamic Justice in the Light of
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Abstract

This research paper critically examines the notion that Islam promotes male
superiority over women, a perception often endorsed by modern liberal thought. It
addresses claims that Islamic rulings on inheritance, testimony, and marriage grant
men more rights and place women in a subordinate position. The paper argues that
these interpretations reflect a partial understanding of Islamic teachings, which
emphasize justice, balance, and complementarity rather than superiority or rivalry.
Using the verse Laysa al-Dhakaru ka-l-Untha (“The male is not like the female”) as its
foundation, this article explores how Qur’anic teachings and Urdu tafasir (exegeses)
highlight areas of both gender equality and distinction, not discrimination. The
article points out that Islam acknowledges the natural differences between men and
women while granting them equal spiritual, moral, and social worth. It further
demonstrates that in several religious matters—such as reward for deeds, moral
accountability, and purity laws —Islam treats men and women equally. In other areas
like childbirth, menstruation, and certain exemptions in rituals, women are given
compassionate allowances. These differences are rooted in divine wisdom and
human nature, not inequality. Ultimately, the article concludes that Islam offers a
holistic system in which men and women are partners, not opponents. Their
respective roles are tailored to their natural dispositions, ensuring social harmony
and individual dignity. The misinterpretations that promote the idea of inequality
stem from taking isolated injunctions out of their broader ethical and spiritual
context.

Keywords: Islamic Justice, Gender Equality, Urdu Exegesis, Male-Female Distinction,
Women in Islam
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" An-Nisa’, 4:1.

? Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an (Lahore: Diya’ al-Qur’an Publications, n.d.), 1: 315.
* Al-Hujurat, 49:13.

* Tadabbur-e-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d.), 1.

* Al-Isra’, 17:70.

Al-Hujurat, 49:11.
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7 At-Tirmidhi, Ab@ ‘Isa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Sunan at-Tirmidhi (n.p.: Dar ar-Risala al-‘Alamiyya, 1430
AH/2009), hadith 4300; At-Tirmidhi, Sunan at-Tirmidht, hadith 3554.

$ Al-Qurtubi, Abil ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyya, 1384 AH/1964), 16: 342; Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, Fath al-Bart bi-Sharh al-Bukhart
(Cairo: Maktaba as-Salafiyya, 1390 AH), 6: 527.

* Al-Ma’ida, 5:38.

' An-Nir, 24:2.
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* An-Nisa’, 4:124.

7 An-Nahl, 16:97.

** Al “Imran, 3:195.

» An-Nisa’, 4:34.

30 Kilani, ‘Abd ar-Rahman, Taysir al-Qur’an (Lahore: Maktaba Dar as-Salam, 1432 AH), 1: 396.
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** Al-Bukhari, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Al-Jami as-Sahih (Karachi: Niir Muhammad Asah al-
Matabi, 1381 AH), 1: 363, Kitab ash-Shahada, Bab Shahadat al-Murdi‘a, hadith 5094.

** Al-Marghinani, Abii al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Abi Bakr, Hidaya Akhirin (Multan: Maktaba Shirkat ‘Ilmiyya, n.d.),
155.

36 Sa‘1d1, Ghulam Rasil, Tabyin al-Qur’an (Lahore: Farid Book Stall, 1430 AH/2009), 1: 1011-1013.

7 Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an, 1: 317.

38 Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an, 1: 317.
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* Kilani, ‘Abd ar-Rahman, Taysir al-Qur’an, 1: 347.
* Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an, 1: 317.
* Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an, 1: 362.
* Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an , 1: 323.
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* Al-Qushayri, Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, 4l-Jami as-Sahih, hadith 79.
*Kilani, ‘Abd ar-Rahman, Taysir al-Qur’dn, 1: 262.
* Pir Karam Shah, Diya’ al-Qur’an, 1: 224.
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