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Abstract

This paper explores the reformist vision of Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi (d. 1624 CE), a
prominent Islamic scholar and mystic of the Nagshbandi order during the
Mughal era. It examines how his intellectual and spiritual reform movement has
been represented in various contemporary Arabic and non-Arabic works.
Through a critical study of primary sources, especially his letters in Maktubat-e-
Imam Rabbani, and modern writings by scholars like Abu al-Hasan al-Nadwi
and Muhammad Iqram Nadwi, the paper highlights his consistent struggle
against religious innovations (bid‘ah), his defense of Sunni orthodoxy, and his
call for a sharia-compliant spiritual path. By reviewing contemporary academic
and spiritual literature, this paper analyzes how Sirhindi's reformist project is
interpreted today. It concludes that the diversity in perspectives—from
theological revival to Sufi purification —reflects the richness of his legacy and the
need for further critical engagement.

Keywords: Ahmad Sirhindi, reform, bid‘ah, Nagshbandi, Maktubat, Islamic thought,
India.
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1 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, 2001), 1:
25.

2As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 112.

3 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 1: 35.

4As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 85.
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5As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbant, 1: 102.

6Nadwi, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali, Al-Imam as-Sirhindi: Hayatuhu wa A ‘maluhu (Damascus: Dar al-Qalam,
1999), 151.

7As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbant, 3: 121.

8Nadwi, Muhammad Ikram, Juhid as-Sirhindi fi Islah al- ‘Aqida (India: Dar al-Falah, 2007), 122.

9 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 1: 88.

10 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbani, 1: 88.
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11 Nadwi, Muhammad Ikram, Juhiid as-Sirhindi fi Islah al-‘Agida, 130.

12 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 34.

13Nadwi, Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali, Al-Imam as-Sirhindi: Hayatuhu wa A ‘maluhu, 149.
14 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbant, 3: 77.

15 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 1: 98.
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16Nadwi, Abii al-Hasan ‘Ali, Al-Imam as-Sirhindi: Hayatuhu wa A ‘maluhu, 165.
17 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 65.

18 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 1: 105.

19 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 61.

20 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbant, 3: 70.

22) £ 20252~} 4120 314l




Spaolall LASII 4LaSe Lo oyl juddl die {2l il ﬁ@’}i
a8 el ¥ AUl e Gkl dguall gl 10
& 555 48y, &a SN asadll of pallall e ¥ Alaall 2l e 518 Caguntll § aLo¥l e O
e 4l
il A Gl ualell  x
Aelall § M5yl

49,0 ity wlelalls 59,all cims »
e Sigas G el lly Cagsdl o dlay Al ) ladly clla w8 gl 4l play ol clladl”
‘,,21%)}1"

aledl wie Aidly s plall Busmg sl
035s of Ser @l o QLI (pg Baguaill panmy o Bails 2Sae gaiayall sl gl
alody 03 3y udg. wdl e adia
ez Gl 9o Al ) Boladly ¥l el utls Sllasd 945 Al L1 S glall el 00"
.,,22}2,2‘%5
ol sl damsill 1da (Goud) el 9uf cddl WGl A
S8 of day (olyally oladly Bugaally dhasyg ¢ duudl gsatdl ] HLaedl goia,udl slel aal”
Pl dalall ) iy
Goudl dguatll § sty ferddl o A8 L s
eI el alad A8Me Cualy caslald 29915 A5Mle (£ by medd! op AN O e pladl 55,
Uy § aaSo." e o US oo ol <l Zells o dSHLs dalls lb g padl e dimid Job w02y ¥ o Ll
lals asi
g leadl Js 238 (LSOl ¥y caall o slas T gyadl L8 (bl BAS a3 ¥
Lle Y diwgS gumill Livaluw
il J) Jmgl] sasll Dl Uiy s (Sl Bl 5 ] Gyl Gaslall oF gouiaudl aledl ole
Y Ay Gl of ele oasaia 4l 6Ty 13l hay 18 Aule Golall G ULl als L Jlas (Jlas
!B ST

21As-Sirhind1, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 1: 89.

22 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 45.

23 Nadwi, Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali, Al-Imam as-Sirhindi: Hayatuhu wa A ‘maluhu, 181.
24As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktibat Imam Rabbanit, 1: 122.

23) £ 20252~} 4120 314l




S lall 2SS se LS (guhiayudl ardd! die {2l il At-Marjan

o ladl o padl LI 3 2 a¥) a2l (ope ol I el
Q@ wslas ae ST guiayadl dest ale¥l dpasd Aumdl Lupall alahadl e apaall cdsls
] ks Luaass Gouall 5ol 300 (e Ly e gudall Caleell e 385 (0 Lo blaally bylall
e Lozl Awlewd! gl e
ETNCL PPN [ APNETSOM (PN I (N E LY
cplodl Bl calsll 4us Jolis wdg sayudl alodl Joo dpall am ) ol (po aad GLSTI a
Sudall sl g ol Aylme (3 0,9 cdzmeiay
s JLB
sallall o 3lstll slel dled Baze o Ui cdsmm 3yzme oS @ gtiayadl ale¥l )"
72 ety

19l (b ye 4 ren Lo 3

Olalls sudall ol plaza¥l

"Slgasdl” ds s (e pled) (S8 (aye

el Al lg ey il oy T 1
Lodo Aeasa 81 ilulys 1G5
e cpledl e anle Jilwyy c¥lae (i Ll (e sie oS
S § ot pl S| ezea s
"sagiall Do) § gliayudl sledll 352"
P 3g2sll 5y (e 8359 80yl lawdall slell Aaglia e S du
Ay dad) Ayl dblsyly ga dagia i Ll =Ll § YL (an
byl sda e cllasdle GG
1o Glad Appall Slalyddl (any oF Y] Balll 85158 o

G Hadly oulead| il Jalzig cdguaill o boyall xS0 o

G Julxs (93 SligaSll ey e sleze¥l

o3l amliall ;S5 )85 G 45y LaL1 @ pads
oSl 2 MaYl dxpin o Bosl Loy lST g ydin £ty I dag

25 As-Sirhindi, Imam Ahmad, Maktiibat Imam Rabbani, 2: 77.
26Nadwi, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali, Al-Imam as-Sirhindi: Hayatuhu wa A ‘maluhu, 145.
27Nadwi, Muhammad Ikram, Juhid as-Sirhindi fi Islah al-‘Aqida, 131.
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28 Rescher, Nicholas, Islamic Thought in the Mughal Period (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), 114.

29 Robinson, Francis, Islam and Muslim History in South Asia (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), 88.

30 Al-Ansari, Fadl al-Rahman, A/-Fikr al-Islami fi al-Hind (Karachi: Ma‘had al-Fikr al-Islami, 1982),
202.
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