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Abstract

This study investigates the Caliphate as a multidimensional and evolving
concept, tracing its historical development, ideological foundations, and
contemporary relevance. It examines the distinctive political and religious
characteristics of various historical Caliphate models —including the Rashidun,
Umayyad, Abbasid, and Ottoman periods —and highlights how their governance
structures aligned with Islamic political thought. The research further explores
the major modern challenges to reviving the Caliphate in the 21st century,
including the dominance of nation-states, the secularization of Muslim societies,
internal political fragmentation, and global power dynamics. It presents an
analytical comparison of views from different Islamic schools of thought and
contemporary political movements regarding the practicality, legitimacy, and
necessity of restoring the Caliphate. While the idea of a unified Caliphate faces
significant theoretical and practical hurdles, this study argues that core principles
such as shiira (consultation), ‘adl (justice), and wahdat al-ummah (unity of the
Muslim nation) can be adapted within modern constitutional frameworks. The
study concludes that the spirit of the Caliphate, if interpreted constructively, can
offer a model of governance that promotes justice, ethical leadership, and socio-
political unity in the Muslim world. This research contributes to the ongoing
scholarly discourse by proposing balanced interpretations, drawing lessons from
history, and providing practical insights for contemporary Islamic governance
within the boundaries of modern international political systems.

Keywords: Caliphate, Islamic Political Thought, Revival, Modern Challenges,
Comparative Governance
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