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The Construction of the Quranic Worldview through
Semantic Analysis of Quranic Key Terms: An Analytical
Study of Toshihiko Izutsu’s Semantic Theory

I 4 (&unﬁ‘ HFL ;z,u%g?}":dr.@. Jg;ﬂuéf} 2 5L 7 8;}’" L bollbo 37}
wﬁlfbfﬁf* o/*

Abstract

The concept of Weltanschauung, a German synonym for "worldview," refers to the
comprehensive perspective through which individuals or societies perceive
existence, encompassing ontology, cosmology, epistemology, and human nature.
Every worldview is shaped by fundamental principles that are rooted in elements
such as religion, culture, language, history, and ethics. Among these, Toshihiko
Izutsu (1914-1993), a renowned Japanese Islamic scholar and semanticist,
emphasizes that language plays the most vital role in forming the worldview of a
people. According to Izutsu, the vocabulary of a language —especially its key
terms —mirrors the philosophical and spiritual orientation of its speakers. This
research explores Izutsu’s semantic theory as applied to the Quran and examines
how the semantic field of key Quranic terms reflects and constructs a unique
Quranic worldview. Izutsu distinguishes between "key terms" and "focus terms" in
the Quran, noting that terms such as Allah serve as semantic nuclei that influence
the interpretation of other central concepts such as man, the universe, guidance, and
truth. Through the study of these terms, one can gain insight into the Quran’s
metaphysical and ethical vision. The paper utilizes a descriptive-analytical
methodology to study how the semantic transformation of Arabic during the
Quranic revelation reveals a profound shift in worldview. The findings affirm that
Izutsu’s semantic framework offers a valuable lens for understanding the integrated
theological, ethical, and cosmological outlook embedded in the Quranic text.
Keywords: Weltanschauung, Quranic Semantics, Toshihiko Izutsu, Key Terms,
Focus Terms, Islamic Worldview
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!Alpina Pamugari ,Semantic Approach on Toshihiko Izutsu’s Translation of Surah Al-Alag (96:1-19):
Comparison of 3 Qur'an in Japanese Translation, IZUMI, Volume 10 No 2, 2021, p 390

2 Keio Times,”Toshihiko Izutsu:The Genius That Bridged East and West” May 28,2021

3 Izutsu, Toshihiko,God and Man in the Quran ,A semantics of the Quranic Weltanschauung,(I* published by
Kei University Press ,1964) Islamic Books Trust,Kualalampur,Malaysia.2008,page08

4 Naugle, David . Dr. A4 History and Theory of the Concept of Weltanschauung (worldview). The University of
Texas at Arlington , (1998).

SWikipedia, s.v. “Immanuel Kant,”(1724-1804) was a famous German Philosopher ,Physicist and
Mathematician . His main domain is epistemology ,metaphysics , ethics and esthetics.He believed that reason is
source of easthetics and morality. accessed October 15, 2024, https://www.wikipedia.org.

¢ Alessiato, Elena Paola Carola. “ What is a Worldview? A Historical and Critical analysis”,Danish Institute for
International Studies”,2022 (DIIS Working Paper 2022: 05)

"Georg Wilhem Fredrich Hegel,( 1770-1831) was a German Idealist. He is famous for his Phenomenology of
Spirit. He contends that people can not presume any truth that have not passed the test of Experience.
Wikipedia, s.v. “Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel,” accessed October 15, 2024, https://www.wikipedia.org.

8 Wilhem Dilthey (1833 — 1919) was a German historian , psychologist ,sociologist and hermeneutic
philosopher.He was considered an empiricist in contrast to the idealism. Dilthey developed a typology of the
three basic Weltanschauungen, or World-Views.  Wikipedia, s.v. “Wilhelm Dilthey,” accessed October 15,
2024, https://www.wikipedia.org.
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“A vision of God,the Universe,our world,and ourselves rooted and grounded
in the embodied human heart as the seat and source of our worship and

9 Makkreel and Rodi, Wilhelm Dilthey, Selected Works, volume 6, 2019.

19 Democritus ( c. 460 — ¢.370 BC) was an Ancient Greek pre-Socratic philosopher from Abdera, primarily
remembered today for his formulation of an atomic theory of the universe.[?! Democritus wrote extensively on a
wide variety of topics. Wikipedia, s.v. “Democritus,” accessed October 15, 2023, https://www.wikipedia.org.

' Thomas Hobbes (5 April 1588 — 4 December 1679) was a philosopher from England. Hobbes believed
that human nature makes people selfish and willing to hurt each other. Everyone should agree to obey the
Sovereign, and give him all power of coercion or force of restraint under law. Wikipedia, s.v. “Thomas
Hobbes,” accessed October 15, 2023, https://www.wikipedia.org.

12 ibid

13 Naugle, David , Dr .”Worldview: Definitions,History,and importance of a Concept”,Dallas Baptist University
,Dallas,Texas.USA.p 3,4

14 Javid, Ahmad, “Islam ‘AsrT Tahzibi Tanazur mén,” interview, Friday Special, November 29, 2020, Karachi,
Pakistan

15 ibid.

16 Naugle, David , Dr .”Worldview: Definitions,History,and importance of a Concept” p 3

17 ibid
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actions”’18

a,glm‘wm{mﬁm‘gmumtﬁ;u’gwwjéwﬁdﬁwmwJL’"”L.»A;@wyngl%w 3
ce S F WU et e B
“A view of the universe and theory of the Cosmos”19
_‘Léy}(d}j/)'}adugw'ﬂz}ﬂﬂ 4
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which form the basis of and influence the form of perceptions, thoughts,
knowledge, and actions.20"
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3Ibid, p 4

19 ibid

20 Abdullah, M., & Nadvi, M. J-Understanding the Principles of Islamic World-View. The Dialogue, VI(3), .
(2011). P 268-289

21 Rivera,M.E Koltka, “ The Psychology of Worldviews,in the Riview of General Psychology”,2004,8(1).pp 3-58.p,4

22 Naugle, David , Dr . "Worldview: Definitions,History,and importance of a Concept” p7¢8
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2 Khwaja, A. J. (1965). Five Approaches to Philosophy. www.jamalkhawaja.com

24 a philosophical theory or approach which emphasizes the existence of the individual person as a free and
responsible agent determining their own development through acts of the will. It is associated with
contemporaneous philosophers Jean-Paul Sartre, Martin Heidegger, Simone de Beauvoir, Karl Jaspers, Gabriel
Marcel, and Paul Tillich. Wikipedia, s.v. “Existentialism,” accessed October 15, 2024,
https://www.wikipedia.org-

% Khwaja, A. J. (1965). Five Approaches to Philosophy. www jamalkhawaja.com

26 ibid

2’Kamolova.S.Jumanova.N. Factors Of Formation of the Scientific Worldview of the Person and their
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“Semantics thus understood is a kind of weltanschauungslehre study of

nature and structure of world view of a nation at this or that significant

period of its history conducted by the means of a methodological analysis of

the major cultural concepts the nation has produced for itself and crystalised
into the key- terms of its language. 31
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Interrelation,Porta Linguarum,ISSN digital Edition:2695-8244 February 20202.(Jizzakh State
Pedagogicallnstitute,Uzbekstan)

28 Kamolova, S., and Jumanova, N., “Factors Influencing a Worldview,” Porta Linguarum, February 2020.

? For Example , Greek Word, Logos

30 Tzutsu, Toshihiko,God and Man in the Quran ,A semantics of the Quranic Weltanschauung, (1st published by
Kei University Press ,1964) Islamic Books Trust,Kualalampur,Malaysia.2008,page 08.

31 Izutsu ,God and Man in the Quran, p 3

32 Edward Sapir (January 26, 1884 — February 4, 1939) was an American anthropologist-linguist. Among his
major contributions to linguistics is his classification of Indigenous languages of the Americas. Wikipedia, s.v.
“Edward Sapir,” accessed October 15, 2024, https://www.wikipedia.org.

33Banjamin Lee Whorf was a philosopher ,linguis and psychologist. Various colloquialisms refer him to
linguistic relativism: the Sapir—Whorf hypothesis. Wikipedia, s.v. “Benjamin Lee Whorf,” accessed October 15,
2023, https://www.wikipedia.org.
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“According to Jaspers, we live at several different levels, when we leave the
level of normal daily commonplace reason ..... we step into the realm of
Existenz, we find ourselves into a strange world ,standing in front of
God.......... things here are symbols through which God talks to us.”63
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field,which therefore did not play any decisive role in the Jahili
weltanschauung... ... .... and this is why Quran tries so hard to bring home to

them the very significance of this idea and to awaken them to the grave
implication of it .67
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Dr. Izutsu’s description of the historical evolution of these concepts in pre-
Islamic Arabia up to the appearance of Islam is quite rich and valuable.68
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“In old Jahili system, the creative activity of Allah is both the beginning
and the end of His intervention in human affairs.He does not take care of
what He has brought into existence just like an irresponsible father who never
cares for his children , the task is taken over by another being ,called
Dahr.”72
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There is nothing basically vicious with the approach, the best way of
understanding a system is to study that system ( in the present case Quranic

weltanschauung) as a whole and to pay special attention to its important
concepts.75
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One can not help thinking that the author has carefully and quite

subjectively tailored this “ basic structure “ to fit what he himself has decided
to be the “key-concepts” of the Quran.76
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74 1bid, p82,83

BIslamic Studies, Vol.5, No.2.June 1966,”God and man in the Quran”, Book Review by Fazlur Rahman, p 222.
76 1zutsu, God and man in the Quran, Review by Fazlur Rahman, p ix.

77 1bid, p x
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