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A Research Study on the Historical Evolution of
Jurisprudential Exegeses of the Quran
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Abstract

Since the dawn of human existence, mankind has faced challenges necessitating
intellectual and practical solutions. The Quran, as divine revelation, guides
humanity, encouraging reflection and problem-solving. Scholars, responding to
this divine call, engaged in understanding and interpreting the Quran to address
everyday issues, giving rise to jurisprudential exegeses. These exegeses focus on
practical aspects of life—political, legal, cultural, scientific, social, and moral —
offering solutions derived from Quranic verses. This research provides a
historical overview of jurisprudential exegeses, tracing their development and
significance. It explores how early scholars, post-Prophetic era, faced new
challenges requiring independent reasoning (ijjtihad), leading to diverse
interpretations. The study highlights the contributions of jurists like Imam Shafi’i,
Imam Qurtubi, and others who compiled works like Ahkam al-Quran,
systematizing legal rulings. These exegeses evolved from the second century
Hijri, with formal compilations emerging in the third century, addressing
jurisprudential principles and practical issues. They reflect the intellectual rigor
of scholars who balanced tradition and reason, often citing companions and
successors to support their interpretations. These works not only addressed
contemporary issues but also profoundly influenced subsequent exegeses,
shaping Islamic legal thought. The study underscores their enduring relevance in
making Quranic guidance accessible, offering solutions to both individual and
societal challenges across time. By examining their historical progression, this
research highlights their role in facilitating Quranic understanding and practical
application for the Muslim community.

Keywords: Jurisprudence, Quranic exegesis, jurisprudential exegeses, historical
evolution, Islamic law
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1 Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Jami ‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta 'wil Ay al-Qur’an (Cairo: Dar al-Hijr, 1422 AH), 1: 47.
2 Al-Shafi‘t, Muhammad ibn Idris, Al-Risalah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1400 AH), p. 67.
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3 Al-Bayhaqi, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn, Ahkam al-Qur’an li’lI-Shafi ‘T (Mecca: Maktabah Nizar Mustafa al-Baz,
1415 AH), 1: 25.
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6 Al-Bayhaqi, Ahkam al-Qur’an [i’I-Shafi T, 1: 29.

7Alshafi’t, Abi  ‘Abdullah muhammad bin 1dris, Ahkam ul Quran,( Beirat:daralkutub al-
‘Tlmiyah,1427h/2006),23

8 Albathiqt, abi bakar ahmad bin alhusain, Manaqib alshafi’ 7,(Qahirah: maktabah dar alturath, 1391h/1971),
1/244
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11 Abu Ishaq almaliki, Ahkam ul Quran,38; Alshafi’t, Ahkam ul Quran,14

12 Abt Ishaq almalikt, Ahkam ul Quran,38

13 Aldahabi, shams aldin muhammad bin Ahmad, sivar a’lam alnubala,( almaktabah altaufiqiyah,n.d),9/683;
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15Aldahabi, siyar a’lam alnubald,9/282

16 Ibid,10/341,343
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