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Abstract
This research investigates the representation of Hinduism in Arabic literary texts
from the early Islamic period to contemporary times. It aims to understand how
Arabic writers —ranging from classical travelers and historians to poets and Sufi
scholars—perceived and portrayed Hindu religious thought, rituals, and
symbols. The study focuses on key figures such as al-Birtni, al-Mas'adi, and
other notable Muslim scholars who documented their encounters with Indian
religious traditions. These early sources provide valuable insights into cross-
cultural understanding as well as instances of stereotyping and misinterpretation.
The paper also explores how modern Arabic literary criticism has revisited these
portrayals in light of contemporary theoretical frameworks, including Edward
Said’s Orientalism and postcolonial cultural studies. Through close textual
analysis, the study examines the tone, accuracy, and ideological motives behind
these depictions, revealing a dynamic interplay between reverence, curiosity,
misunderstanding, and cultural dominance. The goal is to critically assess the
intellectual and literary legacy of Arabic writings on Hinduism, and to
understand how these portrayals contributed to the broader discourse on
religious otherness in Islamic and Arab thought. This research contributes to
interfaith dialogue, comparative religion, and Arabic literary studies by offering a
nuanced account of how Hinduism has historically been perceived through the
lens of Arabic literature. Ultimately, it highlights the importance of critical
scholarship in revisiting and reassessing intercultural narratives shaped by
religion, politics, and intellectual engagement.
Keywords: Hinduism, Arabic literature, Orientalism, religious representation,
cultural studies.
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! Al-Mas ‘td1, Abi al-Hasan, Muriij al-Dhahab (Baghdad: Dar al-Afaq al-*Arabiyya, 1982), 1: 88

2 Al-Biriini, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Kitab al-Hind (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Maarif al-‘Uthmaniyya,
1910), 1: 25

3 Al-Shahrastani, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Karim, al-Milal wa al-Nihal (Cairo: Maktabat al-Adab,
2000), 1: 342
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% Al-Shahrastani, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Karim, al-Milal wa al-Nihal (Cairo: Maktabat al-Adab,
2000), 1: 378

10 Tbn Khaldiin, ‘Abd al-Rahman, al-Mugaddima (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 2004), 1: 312
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