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Abstract

This research explores the development and renewal of Islamic political thought in
the Indian subcontinent, tracing its intellectual evolution from Shah Waliullah (1703-
1762) to Dr. Israr Ahmad (1932-2010). The study investigates how these eminent
thinkers responded to historical crises, such as the decline of Muslim rule, colonial
dominance, and Western ideological infiltration. Beginning with Shah Waliullah's
reformist movement—focused on reviving Islamic governance, purifying Sufism,
and resisting foreign influence — the study highlights a continuous thread of political
awakening and religious revival. Subsequent thinkers like Allama Igbal infused
Islamic thought with philosophical vigor and poetic inspiration, while Abul Kalam
Azad advocated for intellectual and social transformation through education and
reform. Maulana Maududi's vision of Islam as a comprehensive system became
foundational in reshaping modern Islamic political movements. Dr. Israr Ahmad,
building upon Maududi’'s legacy, emphasized the Qur’anic revolution and the
importance of ideological clarity, collective organization, and intellectual revival.
This study critically analyzes their contributions, emphasizing shared themes such as
the completeness of Islam, resistance to syncretism, the importance of Shara
(consultation), and the rejection of tyranny and secularism. It concludes by asserting
that these reformers collectively laid down an intellectual and spiritual roadmap for
Islamic political resurgence in the modern era.

Keywords: Islamic political thought, Shah Waliullah, Igbal, Maududi, Dr. Israr Ahmad,
Indian subcontinent
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Political Islam is any interpretation of Islam as a source of political identity and action. It can

refer to a wide range of individuals and groups who advocate the transformation of state and
society according to what they see as Islamic principles?’
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Mawdudi and the Making of Islamic Revivalism (Oxford University Press, 1996)

The Vanguard of the Islamic Revolution: The Jama'at-1 Islami of Pakistan (University of
California Press, 1994)
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“The most influential of contemporary revivalist thinkers”?.
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26 Maudiidi, Sayyid Abi al-A‘1a, Tahrik-i Islami ki Akhlagi Bunyadayn, 9-10.

27 Wikipedia, “Political Islam,” accessed June 12, 2025, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political Islam.

28 Nasr, Seyyed Vali Reza, Mawdudi and the Making of Islamic Revolution (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1996).

2 . Jackson, Roy, Mawlana Mawdudi and Political Islam: Authority and the Islamic State (New York:
Routledge, 2011).
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"Both Maududi and Qutb spoke of the possibility to practice takfir, that is, to exclude

("nominal") Muslims from the community of believers (often described as

"excommunication"). *°

-wL/ﬁ/ﬁK&U}d/%g}L&'Jgd:c(,/}y‘fdf’duﬁy‘,y
e ol {f;;&ut/utfuﬁﬁf+uidru’féuaﬂfum‘;J@’Léam%u‘iu‘ffuﬁa«@m"
e EIEE Pt 1 Lo o G2 umZ e b dnomt Fhedib 2 bl B L et
ol T e P bt g B S Sr —F e S0 M1 e <l
L6 P - L g a9 u“”;,w, Sl Ll 2050 L L g S UE Sh-udb AU
gm‘u‘"g(«ut/wd’l4/4J19ffg;!/l/ﬂdﬁ;iuyféwff,ﬂu:u!ugd;u:’c,y;,a_
L ai a1 nund 15E e o b 2 Lév&ﬁmiwd@,f_ﬁuﬂzuﬁig
JJU}!L!JL/}"LU&K}’Z}/.:’LUK}JU!rlb';'lKJU}'&L}/{JML#)U}‘(WJL/{ILL&A/,:% —e bty
.LMJ/L;&JW:c;uﬁju(f:,uiuqf!/?/;!.,@:d/u?_unLl;&‘,lgL.}/u(u’!uf"g/;/;iLi:d'_/&lbi
6’411&.{'1}";/&/&;(5/ ,EJL-}UUI.f‘,aft‘/t‘lbi/p/ﬂlL“]u"u}/iu‘u”;@}d/;/"){(@
31_ d}Lﬂﬁu’(’U’/MJUL/?LMA{JMU/'V/JL;JVJUUNU‘L)’/LL—JL
2 (L/_Lw’i///gj“//ub/u'%JJWJ/JVLL}/ F YOS PSR NS L S |
~J’2Md/éu Lulf&qﬂmf&.;@fé/mgv'fﬁg;,d‘ﬁ-u”avé_’,' F el dw
_ujLn,«.l’/‘uﬁ":;«i
L SL it F U S P ST e d UF KL L F Qi e 1
éf«‘/}l‘gc«/r‘b«gJd‘d)@,d?mdﬂgwl/)uéd_%lg&/;j}/JL/g/,?ﬂjlL
y;;;séw.{}d#%,auﬁif;.,{1-9*17’”&)@#,&)?/#&/”;/1}1L
_“i,g oﬂyéu:@_ébwl Sl il gl lae s o> (bUs L g.gtn

30 Encyclopedia.com, “Political Islam,” accessed June 12, 2025,
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/political-islam.

31, Maudiidi, Sayyid Abi al-A‘la, comp. Khalil Ahmad al-Hamidi, Tahrik aur Karkun (Lahore: 1dara Ma‘arif-i
Islami, 2000), 28-29.
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32 Maudiidi, Sayyid Abi al-A‘1a, Tafhimat, vol. 3 (Lahore: Islamic Publications (Private) Limited, 2000), 9-10.
3. Ahmad, Israr, Daktar Israr Ahmad aur Tanzim-i Islami: Aik Ta ‘Gruf, 65-70.
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34 Ahmad, Israr, Daktar Israr Ahmad aur Tanzim-i Islami: Aik Ta ‘aruf, 215-220, 65-68.
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3. Ahmad, Israr, Daktar Israr Ahmad aur Tanzim-i Islami: Aik Ta ‘aruf, 221-230.
36 Ahmad, Israr, Minhaj-i Inqilab-i Nabawi (Lahore: Maktaba Markazi Anjuman-i Khuddam al-Qur’an, 1990),
5-12.
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