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Abstract

Honor killing, a deep-rooted practice among the Pashtun tribes of Waziristan, is
often carried out without legal proof, based merely on suspicion or accusations of
immoral behavior. This study examines the practice of honor killing in
Waziristani society from a critical and Islamic legal perspective. It explores how
such killings are carried out under cultural traditions where both men and
women are executed based on alleged illicit relationships without proper judicial
proceedings or evidence. The paper argues that such acts, despite being accepted
traditionally, have no legitimate standing in Islamic law. Islam, as a
comprehensive legal and moral framework, upholds the sanctity of life and
prescribes strict evidentiary procedures before any punitive action can be taken —
especially regarding allegations of adultery. The paper explores key aspects such
as the requirement of four witnesses, the process of la‘an (mutual cursing) in
marital disputes, and the prohibition of vigilantism. Moreover, this study
analyzes how tribal customs override Shariah principles in many cases, leading to
extrajudicial killings driven by personal enmity, property disputes, or
misinterpreted notions of honor. It also emphasizes the importance of replacing
ignorance-based practices with Islamic teachings that promote justice,
accountability, and the rule of law. The article concludes with recommendations
for Islamic awareness, legal reform, and community education to mitigate the
misuse of honor-related customs in tribal settings.

Keywords: Honor Killing, Waziristan, Tribal Customs, Shariah, Pashtun Society,
La'an, Justice
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