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Abstract

The novel, as a literary form, has long served as a mirror of human experience —
exploring life's challenges, emotional struggles, and social realities through
structured narrative techniques. In the evolving landscape of Urdu literature, the
art of Seerah writing—the biographical portrayal of the Prophet Muhammad % —
has begun to intersect with fictional literary devices to increase its appeal and
accessibility. Meer-e-Hijaz by Dr. Akhtar Hussain Azmi represents a prominent
endeavor in this direction. While preserving reverence for the subject, the author
employs essential elements of the novel—such as plot structure, character
development, descriptive imagery, dialogue, and narrative suspense —to present
the Prophet's # life in an engaging, emotionally resonant, and literary manner.
This study provides an analytical evaluation of Meer-e-Hijaz, assessing both its
narrative style and thematic depth. The work stands out for its integration of
authentic historical references, poetic translations of Arabic verses, chronological
coherence, and moral instruction. The innovative use of chapter titles in literary
style rather than traditional ones offers creative freshness, though at times may
obscure immediate comprehension for the general reader. The novel's expansive
scope also raises questions about length and narrative density. Ultimately, Meer-
e-Hijaz sets a benchmark in novel-based Seerah writing by merging factual
integrity with literary aesthetics. This paper highlights its strengths, critically
examines limitations, and explores how such literary methods can reshape
contemporary Islamic narrative discourse.

Keywords: Novel, Seerah, Meer-e-Hijaz, narrative style, Islamic literature.
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> .Urdu Lughat: Tarikhi Usiil par. Islamabad: Idarah Farogh-e-Qawmi Zaban, Qawmi Virsa o Saqafat
Division, Government of Pakistan. https://udb.gov.pk/result.php?search=d st

* Muhammad Na‘im, Hafiz, "Naval ke Péraye men Sirat Nigari ki Uslib: Tajziyati Mutala‘a" (Lahore:
Department of Urdu, Government College University, Tahgiqg Nama, July—-December 2021), 29: 76.
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. ‘Az, Mir Hijaz , 9.
. Al-Darimi, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman. Sunan al-Ddrimi (Beirut: Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, n.d.), 1:8-9.
*7. *Azmi, Mir Hijaz , 996.

*8_ Az, Mir Hijaz , 996.
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