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Imam al-Shafi‘i: A Luminous Life, Scholarly
Contributions, and Jurisprudential Thought -
A Research Study
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Abstract

Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i (767-820 CE) remains one of the most
distinguished and influential figures in Islamic intellectual history. As the
founder of the Shafi‘l school of Islamic jurisprudence, he not only shaped the
trajectory of Islamic legal thought but also systematized the foundational
methodology of legal derivation known as Usul al-Figh. This paper presents a
brief yet comprehensive research-based analysis of Imam al-Shafi‘1’s life, lineage,
scholarly journey, and jurisprudential contributions. Born either in Gaza or
Yemen and raised in Mecca, he displayed extraordinary intellectual potential
from a young age, memorizing the Qur’an and immersing himself in Hadith and
Figh. He studied under prominent scholars like Imam Malik ibn Anas and later
interacted with jurists in Yemen, Baghdad, and Egypt. His magnum opus Al-
Risala stands as the first foundational text on Islamic legal theory, outlining the
authoritative sources of law: Qur’an, Sunnah, jma® (consensus), and Qiyas
(analogical reasoning). He played a key role in bridging regional legal traditions
and emphasized rationality alongside textual evidence. The paper also dispels
certain myths propagated in later biographies, highlighting his deep reverence
for earlier scholars including Imam Abu Hanifa. Imam al-Shafi‘1’s balanced and
methodological approach continues to influence Islamic jurisprudence to this
day. The article concludes by reaffirming his lasting impact and relevance in both
historical and contemporary contexts of Islamic thought.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi, Islamic Jurisprudence, Usul al-Figh, Al-Risala, Sunni
Legal Tradition.
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" -Al-Shafi‘r, Abi ‘Abdullah, Muhammad ibn Idris al-Muttalibi al-Qurashi al-Makki (d. 204 AH), Al-
Risala (Egypt: Maktaba al-Halabi, 1358 AH/1940 CE), 1: 7.

? Al-Jahangiri, Abi al-‘Ala’, Muhammad Muhy1 al-Din, Musnad Imam Shafi T (Lahore: Ishtiagq A.
Mushtaq Printers, Shabir Brothers, 2009 CE), 1: 23.

* -Al-Salmasi, Abii Zakariyya, Yahya ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad Abii Bakr ibn Abi
Tahir al-Azdi (d. 550 AH), Manazil al-A’imma al-Arba‘a Abt Hanifa wa Malik wa al-Shafi T wa
Ahmad (Riyadh: Maktaba al-Malik Fahd al-Wataniyya, 1422 AH/2002 CE), 1: 19.

* -Al-Shafi‘i, Abii ‘Abdullah, Al-Risala, 1: 1.
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° -Ibn Abi Hatim, Abii Muhammad, ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Idris ibn al-Mundhir al-
Tamimi al-Hanzali al-Razi (d. 327 AH), Adab al-Shafi'T wa Managibuh (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1424 AH/2003 CE), 1: 17.

- Al-Dhahabi, Abi ‘Abdullah, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman ibn Qaymaz (d.
748 AH), Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’ (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1405 AH/1985 CE), 10: 6.
’ -Ibn Kathir, Abi al-Fida’, Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar al-Qurashi al-Basr1 thumma al-Dimashqt (d. 774 AH),
Tabagat al-Shafi‘iyyin, Bab: Tarjamat al-ShafiT Rahimahu Allah, Fasl: Dhikr Mawlidih wa
Mansha’ih wa Himmatuh al-‘Uliyya f1 Hal Sighrih wa Sibah (Cairo: Maktaba al-Thaqafa al-Diniyya,
1413 AH/1993 CE), 88.
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* -Al-Dhahabi, Abii ‘Abdullah, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 10: 6.
’ -Ibn Kathir, Tabaqat al-Shafi ‘iyyin, 104.
' -Ibn Kathir, Tabaqat al-Shafi ‘iyyin, 104.
"' - Al-Jahangir1, Abi al-‘Ala’, Muhammad Muhyt al-Din, Musnad Imam Shafi 7, 1: 24.

St (203) £ 20252~ 41 20 31 Ay



V.

A—

> lg‘}f; Kjlélw""; J!lc'al.ﬁdk u,«’w.b'g?:”dgt‘?ru A-Marjan

/:ﬁ;Jlb/K"cf}’;lﬂﬂat’éb”.,o/é_/hﬂf%qvg.ZZGJG'ML&:*UD/G/%UQ:/IP;U/
s

Famous Books:(t‘é:u;fcrwy J G’ lﬁ(l.l
:uj‘_f“;’g/;uf@?rtuf”ﬁggfff
BELE ST L@
S Bl 1@
-L@!ufd,q;ul:ajgu| AL 3)
oS ielal 5 Len @
cer s SO L bl gl (M 1O
K bz JUay| @
Lol L 3 §F A s e AL 2l L e B e P b i@
/,;)/’L‘«Ld;@(l,m:‘ad;/c;uu}u@jjffLut’.,t;@_d;.,,;/“;c"-L(/;}"u/iutg)(‘ﬂuwgu/@
2_& 6oLl
"Gy el ST e P ot e L L& pfesee L1052 S5 Uz
e oo
o'/llg‘}é.; :Ml‘i‘i J,ljdﬂlﬁy,;;édsb‘?ru
.,D/Ju;_‘ért?@’&gKﬂ‘é,zﬁdﬂus’wugvgéuﬁj;ﬂﬁjtgéﬁdw(mzm—mlso)djtﬁ(u
30, U LI E 0 P L LI L Pee i gt S L s
Lt Siee o F LS Lo L b §Seolos S(U Elateer T Dl L
Lo 77 oKl e 1 2 m {?Cf:c«t,&d/gﬂJ:J%r‘éﬂ?gd?’v'//(g&'g{",w'/‘"ﬂl/@lu’)ﬁ
e kA
)Q&.ﬁdf‘luldjlﬁru.l
A F I S e Wb L FFT OBl L8 S P el 53¢
WO B e L BL U E L oL ble i b P

B pGEBIE T x

" -Al-Jahangiri, Abil al-*Ala’, Muhammad Muhyi al-Din, Musnad Imam Shafi 7, 1: 27.

~
/) ;j;\
——t

(204) #2025 2~ )20 Biuly

%



> lg‘:*:"; Kjé'l&"’; J!lc'al.ﬁdk u,«’w.b'g?:”dgt‘?ru A-Marjan

_/“/Lru”/,ndt,it:Jﬂiﬂéﬁﬁ?‘;(ﬁdid:ﬁ& *
A sl Jeanflal
S g B e
Serd Uiy LJ&-;dp}&/ﬁ|}£Ju"/}lé;u&"/}LU'JZE)%;J/;}(%LU’LL}}@(U
Jgd/y“ﬂpng/&.,{rjéu!_%}ﬁvgJ&,fg@u/cﬂﬂlJu’u,ugul}(m“&Lé“/‘"JuT}
et F LTk
293817 1 AR I A" 2
& At $ 1 F P E(0198-0135) 6 ap r” It LU 2o b on® o o SEE U I
e £l 28 erd el U L e G & Lo ol oSy i
8L F i L B 51900 F T SE I i1 £
;zruyni)’/'./"&ﬁm&}4/}JG(JU9IJL/J’/.;8@uyﬁéjj;’%,fuﬁ.,,cfm’gf@(u
IS L LI 2 B L U L 55 st e
Ziml g "3
ree el § Ul 2 5 L el B AT FE U d it JUE i LA
-G J&4J/L»uf’jutcﬁ:ujz,nuyuLu‘jb‘f‘»u/,1(Lu‘&:w1y)gft/.,{l/?/k(lu»,u&
e FE bty LS e
S Ce b L
eI Wb Lo (ST Juf}&fgi;,wm:‘}” Pl T J *
kgt e T G e
-g(:u“4:/;bLﬁt&;;!;:!&;ﬂ}uﬂ-&({}@!Lul/CinLu”"i:g;ﬁld/CLzl *
Ll (Ll Sl it fes Lo L e LGl Ly B
15_{5;,&3@/1Léﬂ;ituﬁ&;ul’}:éﬂ;zt *
TH it (&15&!;;/,1011}::3}’/ PR Q;Jflffé Leolos sl /[é__J; Eeu

" Al-Shafi‘i, Muhammad ibn Idris. Al-Risdlah. Edited by Ahmad Muhammad Shakir. Cairo:
Maktabat Dar al-Turath, 1973, Introduction, 7-10.

* Al-Shafi‘1, Al-Risalah, 12-16.

"* Al-Shafi‘1, Al-Risalah, 55-70.
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"7 Abu Zahrah, Muhammad. Imam al-Shafi T: Hayatuhu wa ‘Asruhu, Ara uhu wa Fighuhu. Cairo: Dar
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' Al-Shafi‘t, Muhammad ibn Idris. Al-Umm. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah, n.d., 1: Muqaddimah.
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