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Mutawatir: A Critical Analysis of the Views of
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Abstract

The Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is universally accepted as a
primary source of Islamic Shari’ah. Among the different classifications of hadith,
khabar-e-mutawatir holds a unique and elevated status due to its strong chain of
transmission, which leads to absolute certainty (yagin). Scholars of various Islamic
disciplines —usuliyyun (legal theorists), fuqaha (jurists), and mutakallimun
(theologians) —have all discussed the epistemological and legal implications of
khabar-e-mutawatir in depth. While there exists consensus on its authenticity, there
are nuanced differences among scholars regarding its legal implications,
particularly in matters of belief (agidah) versus practice (figh). This paper
investigates the definitions, conditions, and implications of khabar-e-mutawatir,
comparing how different Islamic disciplines approach the subject. It examines
whether such reports independently establish legal rulings and whether belief in
their content is obligatory. The study analyzes primary texts and classical opinions
from key scholars across various madhahib (schools of thought), identifying areas
of convergence and divergence. Additionally, the paper clarifies the relationship
between the terms khabar, hadith, and sunnah, exploring how their usage varies
linguistically and technically. It argues that while often used interchangeably in
legal discourse, each term has distinct layers of meaning that impact the
interpretation and application of Islamic law. Ultimately, the study demonstrates
that khabar-e-mutawatir forms a critical axis in the Islamic legal and theological
framework and that a proper understanding of it is essential for sound
jurisprudential and doctrinal reasoning.

Keywords: Khabar-e-Mutawatir, Hadith, Sunnah, Islamic Shari‘ah, Usul al-Figh,
Agidah, Figh, Epistemology, Legal Theory, Transmission of Hadith, Certainty
(Yaqin), Islamic Jurisprudence
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! Ibn Hajar al-"Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali,Nuzhat al-Nazar fi Tawdiiz Nukhbat al-Fikr fi Muszalah
Ahl al-Athar (Riyadh: Matba‘at al-safir, 1422 AH), p.35.

2 Al-Zarkashi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, Al-Bahr al-Muhit f7 Usal al-Figh (n.p.: Dar al-Kutubi,
1994 CE), 6: 6. ; ‘Ala’ al-Din, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Ahmad, Kashf al-Asrar Sharz Usil al-Bazdawi
(Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyyah, 1997 CE), 2: 359. ; Al-Shatibi, Ibrahim ibn Misa, Al-Muwafaqat
(Dar Ibn “Affan, 1997 CE), 4: 293. ; Ibn Taymiyya, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim, Majms ‘ al-Fatawa
(Saudi Arabia: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, 1995 CE), 18: 6, 7. ; Ibn Amir
Hajj, Muhammad ibn Muhammad, Al-Tagrir wa al-Takbir (n.p.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya, 1983 CE),
2: 223. ; Al-Shawkani, Muhammad ibn “Ali, Irshad al-Fufal ila Tahgiq al-Hagq min ‘7/Im al-Ugal
(n.p.: Dar al-Kitab al-*Arabi 1999 CE), 1: 95.

3 Al-Nawawi, Yahya ibn Sharaf, Tahdhib al-Asma’ wa al-Lughat (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1996 CE),
3:148.
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4 Ahmad ibn Faris, Mu jam Maqayis al-Lugha (n.p.: Dar al-Fikr, 1399 AH), 6: 84.

®  Ibn al-Salah, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, Mugaddimah lbn al-Sa/ak (Syria: Dar al-Fikr, 1406
AH), p.267.

& Nuzhat al-Nazar fi Tawdih Nukhbat al-Fikr fi Mustalah Ahl al-Athar, p.37.

" Al-Naawawi, Yahya ibn Sharaf, Al-Minhaj Shark Sahth Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, (Beirut: Dar lhya
al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1392 AH), 1: 131. ; Al-Suyati, Jalal al-Din, Tadrib al-Rawr fi Shark Tagrib al-
Nawawr (n.p.: Dar Tayyabah N.D.), 2: 176.

8 Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abii Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Al1, Al-Kifaya fi Ma ‘rifat Usii/ ‘7lim al-Riwaya
(Dammam: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1432 AH), 1: 108.

®  Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, Nukhbat al-Fikr ff Mustalah Ahl al-Athar (Cairo: Dar al-
Hadith 1997 CE), p.21. ; Nuzhat al-Nazar fi Tawdiz Nukhbat al-Fikr fi Mustalah Ahl al-Athar, p.39. ;
Al-jaza’ir1, Tahir ibn Salih, Tawjih al-nazar ila Usal al-Athar (Aleppo: Maktabat al-Matba‘at al-
Islamiyya, 1416 AH), 1: 108. ; Al-Minhaj Shark Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, 1. 131. ; Tadrib al-Rawr
fr Shark Taqgrib al-Nawawr, 2: 176.

(504) #2024 3= 2 ¥ 13002 Mo




oF &3‘? GuTd u:‘é' B v o § oS s Al-Marjan

10“-}’5[!/{/5'UﬁLUﬁ@f,fAfL:i’{fo;’;J/
:(ﬂ-ﬂ,&u@’/u)//?gﬁlﬂJﬁ@/ff)uc;!,ncalf‘éub@?égfbu(gﬁ.:dul;/?&u/‘at’nib
uﬁ;iﬁ/?"/ug/:i-%w:&){ éo}fﬂuﬁ%:u'.f¢_/@L&)!/ﬁu%n&c;{}d/ugﬂumJG‘:’TI zlas
S JJ?(‘QL“@QJ/"/“I}"/.}"/,:/?"lp:r;{,luuil-‘aui/“/,bfl;ﬁlc_b&! J;,;u/‘)”u,/,!q/f sl
S bl Soslie U1 Al S 2ot Fa oty P 5015 2 S i /“aémwlgjstmgﬁ
i u;;!ﬂd/ug;u‘}"{_‘a/ T a2 AP) L0132 B 2 TS S S5
:ui’u)/l,j/d:}'!i‘j,ftg-n;[c;uff/

b’luﬁaﬁ/ *

llxz/(/’ F J"u Kaﬁ/uf Sbyssy g %

n;f&'ﬁf,%..ﬁm}r"Kﬂ/;lndeftny/?&%%lu *

wliptons” Lo F 7
S S S 5!;‘% [&;f.:')bl/l}l)lpj Stz 3L IS i 26 -t JSE
P L G F w2 a2 S £ Jﬁu O s S 60T Sl P b e
c«}C‘;J'GJ’K_’v"uf,Lbfo(/vubJ.AéuLbéu’!_l1‘gg-(/lf’c.ufuf!}ftncu}wﬁguﬂé_dﬂl&w
c,y"uél:c,ul;»:u;yc}m_‘g;zmlﬂ/?@/apmbﬂJb:’g]n?u:ay.;m/;‘u,‘ablggpu&u‘f
PSP Eobl (s i 2
T s F S S i S Se et 0565 3 S Fenf St a8 L sl
Z/Z/,:ULJU’I‘L.?} et o (Sl ﬁ;’ d/}'li"j Jﬁgygkcu!/}ltﬂdﬁ/gjéyUL.’;('ZLJA!
S s Sinloe £ 5 e G sop e in e §nlu b BIu A2
Fen FAed U es o, Lo AUl o P st s\ K e = 155 S
_‘Lt’lgg)/!}f'u_,ebalc%LJW&JJ}/G’?‘
SIS 3
SE b2 Ut e Saots 7ot JGealibolt U U1-us B QL U b s lF E 515 2 UL i
oy
e eaie (e S w:q»4+;ugﬂ&}¢?(ﬁdyJ}1? *
£Q£c«;l;;WrcAl}“Ju’uufu?’“)Jg/"’:J/&”ﬁ_uTﬁl}'!;ﬂf‘_‘at’nuﬁc«;’%’d/,’a:b?!;c«@ﬂuw *

e\ Tl b Bbeuf o af OIS =
t/Jlr‘[ﬁf-+4,gJwag&i,‘fuﬁwﬂJ.w?;JWﬂM{ *

10 Tawijih al-nazar ila Usal al-Athar, 1: 117.

1 Al-Subki, Taj al-Din, Jam ‘ a al-Jawami  fi Usal al-Figh (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya, 1424
AH), p.66.

12 Salafi, Muhammad Isma‘il, Magalar Hadith (Gujranwala: umm al-Qura Publications, jUly,
2012), p.200.

13 Tadrib al-Rawi fi Shark Tagrib al-Nawawz, 2: 176.
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14 Al-Kashmiri, Muhammad Anwar Shah, Faid al-Bari ‘ala Sahih al-Bukhart (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub

al-‘Timiyya, 1426 AH), 1: 144.

1% Jam  a al-Jawami‘ fi Usil al-Figh, p.65.

16 Tawijih al-nazar il Usal al-Athar, 1: 133.

17 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Sahih al-Bukhari (n.p.: Dar Tawq al-Najah, 1422 AH),

Kitab al-Iim, Bab Ithmi Man Kadhaba ‘ala al-Nabi, Hadith no.107. ; Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Sahih

Muslim (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), Muqaddimat al-imam Muslim, Bab fi al-

Tahdhir min al-Kadhib ‘ala Rasiil Allah, Hadith no. 3. ; Ibn Majah, Muhammad ibn Yazid, Sunan lbn

Majah (n.p.: Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, n.d.), Bab al-Taghliz fi Ta‘ammud al-Kadhib ‘ala

Rasiil Allah, Hadith no. 30. ; Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Sunan al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-

Gharb al-Islami, 1998 CE), Abwab al-Fitan, Hadith no. 2257. ; Aba Dawad, Sulayman ibn al-

Ash‘ath, Sunan Abi Dawud (Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah, n.d.), Kitab al-‘Ilm, Bab fi al-

Tashdid f1 al-Kadhib ‘ala Rasiil Allah, Hadith no. 3651.

8 Al-Bazzar, Abi Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Amr, Musnad al-Bazzar (al-Madinah: Maktabat al-‘Ulim wa
al-Hikam, 200 CE), 3:187.

¥ Mugaddimat Ibn Salah, p.269. ; al-Minhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, 1:68. ;
Tadrib al-Rawr fi Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi, 2:177.

20 Sahih al-Bukhart, Kitab al-Tawhid, Bab Qawl Allah Ta‘ala: Fagra’i ma tayassara..., Hadith
no. 7550.

2 Tawjth al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar, 1: 138, 139.
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22 |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar
al-Ma‘rifah, 1379 AH), 1: 203.

2 Tawjih al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar, 1: 133.

24 Al-‘Iraqi, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim, al-Ghayth al- Hami‘ Sharh Jam ‘ al-Jawami ‘ (n.p.: Dar

al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1425 AH), p.409. ; Tawjih al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar,1: 134.

2 Tadrib al-Rawi fi Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi, 2. 631. ; Tawjih al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar, 1: 138
,139.

% Al-Minhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, 6: 190.

21 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Tahajjud, Bab al-Du‘a’ fi al-Salah, Hadith no. 1145. ; Sahih Muslim,
Kitab Salat al-Musafirin wa Qasriha, Bab al-Targhib {1 al-Du‘a’ wa al-Dhikr, Hadith no. 168.
; Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Abwab al-Salah, Hadith no. 446; wa fi Abwab al-Da ‘awat, Hadith no.
3498.
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8 Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhart, 3: 30.

2 Al-‘Ayni, Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad, ‘Umdat al-Qari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari
(Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 7:198.

% Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Wudii’, Bab al-Mash ‘ala al-Khuffayn, Hadith no. 202. ; Sahih
Muslim, Kitab al-Taharah, Bab al-Mash ‘ala al-Khuffayn, Hadith no. 75. ; Sunan Ibn Ma3jah,
Kitab al-Taharah wa Sunaniha, Bab ma ja’a fT al-Mash ‘ala al-Khuffayn, Hadith no. 545.

31 Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Yisuf ibn ‘Abd Allah, al-Istidhkar (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, 1421
AH), 1: 216 ,217.

32 Al-Sakhawi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, Fath al-Mughith bi-Sharh Alfiyyat al-Hadith
(Lubnan: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah, 1403 AH), 3: 40.

8 Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahth al-Bukhari,1: 306. ; Al-Kattani, Muhammad ibn Abi al-Fayd, Nazm
al-Mutanathir min al-Hadith al-Mutawatir (Misr: Dar al-Kutub al-Salafiyyah, n.d.), p.61.

3 Al-Amidi, Abu al-Hasan Sayf al-Din ‘Ali, al-Ihkam fi Usiil al-Ahkam (Beirut: al-Maktab al-
Islami, n.d.), 2: 15.

% Al-Ghazali, Muhammad ibn Muhammad, al-Mustasfa (n.p.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, 1993
CE),p.106.

% Al-Razi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar, al-Mahsil (n.p.: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1448 AH), 4: 228.
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39 Tawjih al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar,1: 111.

%0 Jam ‘ a al-Jawami ‘ fi Usil al-Figh,p.66.

# Tbn Kathir, Isma‘1l ibn ‘Umar, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (n.p.: Dar IThya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
1988 CE), 11: 186. ; al-Mustasfa, p.106.

2 Jam* a al-Jawami ‘ fi Usil al-Figh,p.66.

8 al-Mustasfa,p.106.
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#Nuzhat al-Nazar fi Tawdih Nukhbat al-Fikr fi Mustalah Ahl al-Athar,p.42.

% Tawjth al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar,1:323.

% Nazm al-Mutandthir min al-Hadith al-Mutawatir, p.13.

47 Al-Mulla al-Qari, ‘Alf ibn Muhammad, Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar fi Mustalahat Ahl al-Athar
(Beirut: Dar al-Argam, n.d.), p.164.

8 Tawjth al-Nazar ila Usil al-Athar,1: 108.

49 Nuzhat al-Nazar fi Tawdih Nukhbat al-Fikr fi Mustalah Ahl al-Athar,p.43.

%0 Nuzhat al-Nazar fi Tawdikh Nukhbat al-Fikr fi Mustalah Ahl al-Athar,p.55.

51 Tadrib al-Rawi f7 Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi,2: 176.
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