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Colored Tajweedi Mus’hafs in the Modern Era: A Study
of Script, Tajweed, Color Usage, Beliefs, and Impacts
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Abstract

The Holy Quran, the final divine revelation sent to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
serves as a complete guide for humanity. Initially written on materials like
leather, palm leaves, stones, and bones during the Prophetic era, the Quran
lacked diacritical marks and dots. To facilitate accurate recitation, Abu al-Aswad
al-Du’ali (d. 69 AH) introduced red ink for dots, marking the beginning of color
usage in Quranic manuscripts. Over time, handwritten copies incorporated more
colors, and with the advent of modern printing, colored Tajweedi Mus'hafs have
become prevalent. These Mus’hafs use multiple colors to highlight Tajweed rules,
aiming to enhance learning and engagement, particularly in Pakistan and other
Muslim countries. This study explores the historical evolution of Quranic script,
the development of Tajweedi Mus’hafs, and the role of colors in codifying
Tajweed rules. It examines the contributions of Andalusian and Moroccan
scholars, the theological perspectives on color usage, and the contemporary
application in Muslim countries. While colored Mus’hafs aid students by visually
distinguishing Tajweed rules, they also pose challenges, such as confusion due to
varying color schemes across editions. The study highlights both positive
impacts, like improved memorization and pronunciation, and secondary effects,
such as potential over-reliance on visual aids. By analyzing these aspects, this
research underscores the significance of colored Tajweedi Mus’hafs as a scholarly
contribution to Quranic education while addressing associated complexities.
Keywords:Tajweedi Mus’hafs, Color Usage, Quranic Script, Tajweed Rules,
Educational Impacts
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" Al-Suyiti, Jalal al-Din Hafiz (d. 911 AH). Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-
Risalah Nashirtin, n.d., 1:205.

*Tbn Manziir, Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Mukarram (d. 711 AH). Lisan al- ‘Arab. Beirut: Dar Sadir,
1414 AH, 3:395.

*Al-A‘la 87:18-19.
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“Ibn al-Jazari, Al-Mugaddimah al-Jazariyah, 57.
> “Uthmani, Mufti Muhammad Taqt. ‘Uliam al-Qur’an. Karachi: Maktabah Dar al-‘Ulum, 1415 AH, 147.
® Al-Dani, Abii ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘lim Nagt al-Masahif. N.p.: n.p., n.d., 426.
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¥ Ibn al-Jazari, Aba al-Khayr Shams al-Din (d. 833 AH). Al-Mugaddimah al-Jazariyah. Lahore:
Qur’anat Academy Urdu Bazar, n.d., 3.
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*'Tbn Abi Shaybah, Abii Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad (d. 235 AH). Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah.
Lahore: Maktabah Rahmaniyah Urdu Bazar, 2014, 10:268-269.

*Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Naqt al-Masahif, 12.
*Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagt al-Masahif, 20.
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*Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagqt al-Masahif, 19.

*Ibn al-Jazari, Abu al-Khayr Shams al-Din. Ghayat al-Nihayah fi Tabaqgat al-Qurra’, 1:615.

*Al-Dani, Abi ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagt al-Masahif, 20.

7 Al-Dani, Abii ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Kitab al-Nagt fi Shakl al-Masahif wa Kayfiyat Dabtiha.

N.p.: n.p., n.d., 134.

**Ibn al-Jazari, Abu al-Khayr Shams al-Din. Ghayat al-Nihayah fi Tabagat al-Qurra’, 1:139.

*Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagt al-Masahif, 23.
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Al-Qaddiri, Ghanim (ed.). Al-Jami ‘ al-Mutaqaddim wa fi Miftah al-Aman. N.p.: n.p., n.d., 149.

3! Al-Asbahani, Hamzah (d. 360 AH). Fi Kitab al-Tanbih ‘ala Hudiith al-Tashif. N.p.: n.p., n.d., 27.

*Al-Dani, Abi ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagqt al-Masahif, 24.
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3 Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagt al-Masahif, 11.

* Al-Dhahabi, Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH). Siyar 4 ‘lam al-Nubala’. N.p.:
n.p., n.d., 4:606.

»*Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagt al-Masahif, 11.
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% Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Nagt al-Masahif, 12.

7 Al-Dani, Abi ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘llm Nagqt al-Masahif, 13.

% Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Kitdb al-Naqt fi Shakl al-Masahif wa Kayfivat Dabtiha,
133.

¥ Al-Dani, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id. Al-Muhkam fi ‘Ilm Naqt al-Masahif, 12.

* Al-Qayrawani, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Abii Zayd (d. 386 AH). Al-Nawddir wa al-Ziyadat.
Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1999, 7:61.
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*Al-Ghazali, Abi Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad. Ihya’ ‘Uliim al-Din, 1:276.
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2003.

* Dar al-Ma‘arifah Dubai li al-Tawzi‘. Dar Beirut Mus haf. Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘arifah Dubai li al-

Tawzi‘, n.d.
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