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Lack of Tolerance in Differences of Opinion and Its
Solution: A Historical Analysis in the Light of
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Abstract
The article “The Absence of Tolerance in Differences of Opinion and Its Solution
(A Historical Review in Light of Islamic Principles)’ examines the erosion of
tolerance in differences of opinion within Islamic scholarly traditions, offering
solutions rooted in Islamic principles. It highlights that tolerance is a cardinal
Islamic virtue, supported by the Qur’anic injunctions and the conduct of the
Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him). Early Muslim scholars,
such as Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Shafi‘i, navigated jurisprudential differences
with civility, respect, and unity, praying behind one another despite theological
variations. These historic precedents underscore the importance of intellectual
humility and harmony in managing differences. However, contemporary times
witness a decline in this ethos, attributed to ignorance of Islamic teachings,
excessive focus on peripheral issues, and the rise of extremism. The article
critiques modern tendencies toward dogmatism and sectarianism, warning
against conflating legitimate intellectual inquiry with divisive polemics. To
address these challenges, the paper advocates adherence to Islamic guidelines for
handling differences, such as engaging in respectful dialogue, prioritizing core
beliefs over minor disputes, and avoiding unnecessary questioning of ambiguous
texts. The solution lies in reviving the Islamic tradition of constructive
disagreement, focusing on shared fundamentals rather than divisive minutiae. By
following the Qur’an and Sunna, respecting scholarly consensus, and emulating
the exemplary behaviour of early Muslims, the Muslim Umma can overcome
divisions and foster unity. The research emphasizes the dangers of allowing
differences of opinion to devolve into enmity or discord, urging Muslims to
prioritize collective welfare over individual egos. This historic review serves as a
poignant reminder of the need to return to Islamic principles to promote
tolerance and coexistence in diverse societies. Synthesizing historical insights
with scriptural guidance, the article provides a compelling blueprint for
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cultivating intellectual humility, fostering mutual respect, and restoring harmony
within the global Muslim community.

Keywords: Difference of opinion, tolerance, Islamic principles, historic review,
solution, jurisprudential differences, etiquette and guidelines, Muslim Umma,
scholars, Qur’an and Sunna.
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(**)Sad, 38: 26.
(®)Al-An‘am, 6: 119.
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(®)Al-‘Alwani, Taha Jabir Fayad, Adab al-Ikhtilaf fi al-Islam (Virginia, USA: Al-Mahad al-‘Alami
li-Fikr al-Islami, 1987 CE), pp. 28-29.

(3%)Ibn Qutaybah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah Abii Muhammad al-Diniiri, Ta’wil Mukhtalif
al-Hadith (Bayrit, Lubnan: Dar al-Jil, 1393 AH/1972 CE), p. 72.

(®hAl-Bagarah, 2: 253.

(®»)Muslim, Abu al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih (Bayriit, Lubnan: Dar Thya’ al-
Turath al-‘Arabi, no date), Kitab al-Hajj, Bab Fard al-Hajj Marratan fi al-‘Umr, 2: 975, no. 1337.
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(3)AIl-Subki, Taqt al-Din ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Kafi, Al-Ibh3j fi Sharh al-Minhaj (Bayrit, Lubnan: Dar al-
Kutub al- Timiyyah, 1st ed., 1404 AH), 3: 19.
(*) Al-*Alwani, Adab al-Tkhtilaf fi al-Islam, p. 31.
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(®)Ibn Hazm, Abii Muhammad ‘Ali ibn Ahmad. Al-Fasl fi al-Milal wa al-Ahwa' wa al-Nahl. (Cairo,
Misr: Maktabat al-Khanji, bidoon tarikh), 2:88.
(®®)Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Jam‘ Bayan al-‘Ilm wa Fadlihi, 2:898.
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