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The Science of Dirayah and the Prophetic Biography
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Abstract

The science of Dirayah (understanding and reasoning in Hadith studies) plays a
crucial role in authenticating and interpreting the Seerah of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). Early scholars integrated Dirayah into Hadith methodology, ensuring that
transmitted reports were scrutinized for both their chain of narration (Sanad) and
textual content (Matn). This study explores the principles of Dirayah as understood
by classical scholars, their methodologies for evaluating Hadith reports, and the role
of the Companions (RA) in establishing these standards. The evolution of Dirayah as
a separate discipline among later scholars is also examined. Furthermore, the
research highlights the relevance of Dirayah in contemporary Seerah studies,
emphasizing its necessity for accurate historical and theological interpretations. By
revisiting the principles laid by the predecessors, this article aims to shed light on
how the integration of Dirayah strengthens the understanding of the Prophet's
(PBUH) life and teachings.

Keywords:Dirayah,Hadith Methodology,Seerah Studies,Principles of Authentication,
Classical Scholarship
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% |bn al-Salah, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, Mugaddima Ibn al-Salah (Medina: al-Maktaba al-
‘1lmiyya).

27 al-Sakhawi, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, Fath al-Mughith (Cairo: Maktabat
al-Sunna, 2003).

Zlbn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Zad al-Ma‘ad (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala,
1994).
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