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Principles of Religious Prioritization and Their
Application: A Research and Analytical Study
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Abstract

One of the significant issues we face is the problem of prioritization. This refers to
placing the commands of Shariah, national values, and actions in their proper
position with complete balance. Unfortunately, in some matters, we suffer from
excessiveness, while in others, we fall into negligence. This imbalance has led us to
decline and stagnation. Due to ignorance, we often engage in actions that are not
among the objectives of the religion or disregard those deeds that the faith strongly
demands of us. It is essential not to prioritize the less significant over the significant
or the significant over the most significant. Similarly, the less preferred should not
be placed above the preferred, nor the inferior above the superior. In this regard, the
commands and principles in the Qur'an and Sunnah will be discussed following a
research-based methodology. This aims to ensure that, as per the Qur'anic term
Qistas Mustageem (the just balance), everything is placed in its rightful position. The
research will follow an explanatory approach.

Keywords: Prioritization, Objectives of Religion, Objectives of Shariah, Principles of
Religion, Principles of Prioritization
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% Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, Kitab al-‘1lm, hadith: 6464

27 Al-Tawbah, 9:19.

28 Muttaqi Hindi, Kanz al- ‘Ummal, hadith: 43596.

2 Ibn Shaybah. Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya, n.d.), hadith: 33225.
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4 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, Kitab al-‘1lm, hadith: 2038
% Nawawi, Riyad al-Salihin, p. 236.
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