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Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an: An Analytical Study of
Selected Arabic Exegetical Literature of the Indian

Subcontinent
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Abstract

This article highlights the rich tradition of Qur’anic exegeses in the Indian
subcontinent. The main focus of the article is on the principle of “Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-
[-Qur’an” (interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an). This principle of tafsir is
considered a key approach by the classical and contemporary scholars as well. The
Indian subcontinent, known for its different values and languages, has historically
been a significant center of Islamic knowledge and traditions, mainly during the era
of Muslim rulers. This period saw the flourishing of religious institutions, with
scholars producing a huge body of works in Qur'anic exegeses. The article starts by
emphasizing the importance of Tafsir ul-Qur'an bi-I-Qur’an in classical and
contemporary exegetical literature. It deliberates how prominent scholars like Ibn
Jarir al-Tabari and Ibn Kathir put the foundation for this interpretative method. The
focus then swings to the contributions of scholars from the Indian subcontinent,
such as Shah Waliullah and Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. The article traces the application of
Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-I-Qur’an in many exegeses of the Arabic language. These exegeses
were written by renowned scholars from the Indian subcontinent., including Mulla
Jiwan’s Al-Tafsirat al-Ahmadiyya, Qazi Thana'ullah’s Tafsir Mazhari, Fath ul-Bayan
and Nayl ul-Maram of Nawab Sadiq Hasan Khan Qinnauji, Tafsir Nizam al-Qur'an wa
Ta'wil al-Furgan bil-Furqan of Farahi School of thought and Tafsir bi-Kalam al-
Rahman of Mawlana Thana'ullah Amritsarl. Overall, the article shows the principal
role of Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-I-Qur’an in influencing the Arabic exegetical literature of
the Indian subcontinent, highlighting its significance in understanding the teachings
of Holy Qur'an.

Keywords: Tafsir ul-Qur'an bi-1-Qur’an, Interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an,
Principle, Tafsir, Arabic Exegesis, Indian Subcontinent, Exegetical Literature
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