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An Analysis of Global Challenges Posed by
Islamophobia and Strategic Approaches for Their
Mitigation
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Abstract

This research article examines the global challenges posed by Islamophobia to
Muslim nations. The term "Islamophobia” is derived from two words, Islam and
phobia, with an additional "o" to link the two concepts. Phobia refers to an irrational
fear, aversion, or hatred, so Islamophobia signifies an unfounded fear or hatred of
Islam, often accompanied by the association of negative stereotypes with the
religion. This study begins by exploring various definitions of Islamophobia and
subsequently examines numerous incidents of Islamophobic acts across different
countries, which reflect a fear of Islam, its values, and Islamic symbols such as
mosques and Islamic schools. Some of the key challenges Muslims face in the context
of Islamophobia globally include widespread misconceptions about Islam, the
growing Muslim population in Western countries, the negative portrayal of Islam in
the media, the association of Islam with terrorism, a lack of awareness within the
Muslim community, and the dishonesty attributed to Muslims worldwide. This
article also presents suggestions and recommendations to address the challenges
faced by Muslim nations globally.

Keywords: Islam, Teachings, Islamophobia, Terrorism, Intolerance, Hatred, Racism,
Media, Effects, Fear, Responsibility.
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! Muhammad Shahabuddin, Dr., Aqalliton ke Huqiiq aur Maghrib mein Islamophobia,
Islamophobia: Tareef, Asbab aur Hal (Nai Dilli: Ifa Publications, 2011), Safha: 425.
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Irrational fear of, aversion to, or discrimination against Islam or people who
practice Islam.?
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Islamophobia is a combination of hate, fear, and prejudice against Islam,
against Muslims, as well as against anything associated with the religion, such
as Mosques, Islamic Centers, Holy Qur’an, Hijab, etc. It also constitutes
hatred, stigmatization, racism and discriminations in daily life, on Media, at
workplace, in political sphere, etc. It rests in the mind and it reflects in
attitudes, and could be manifested through violent actions, such as burning
mosques, vandalizing properties, abusing women wearing scarf, or insulting
Prophet or sacred symbols of Islam.?
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Islamophobia is the fear of, hatred of, or prejudice against the religion
of Islam or Muslims in general, especially when seen as a geopolitical force or
a source of terrorism.*
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2 See: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Islamophobia
3 See: https://www.oic-oci.org/page/?p_id=182&p_ref=61&lan=en
4 See: https://justapedia.org/wiki/lslamophobia
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> See: https://www.cair.com/?post_type=post&s=islamophobia

® Muhammad Shahabuddin, Dr., Aqalliton ke Huqiig aur Maghrib mein Islamophobia,

Islamophobia: Tareef, Asbab aur Hal (Nai Dilli: Ifa Publications, 2011), Safha: 430.

" "Swiss awam ne referendum ke zariye masajid ke minaron par pabandi aaid kar di,” New
York Times, 29 November 2009.

8 Mahnama Afkar Milli (Dilli, June 2012).
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australia-pigs-  head-outside-muslim-college-in-brisbane-cctv-footage-captures-hate-crime/,
retrieved on 20.7.2017

1 See: PressTV News' entry, in: http://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2017/08/30/533400/Muslims-
Bradford-hate-crimes-acid-attacks, retrieved on 1.9.2017
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